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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red_Square
Red Square is a city square in Moscow, Russia. The square separates the Kremlin, the former royal citadel
and currently the official residence of the President of Russia, from a historic merchant quarter known as

Kitai-gorod. Red Square is often considered the central square of Moscow and all of Russia, because
Moscow's major streets—which connect to Russia's major highways—originate from the square.

Origin and name

The name Red Square does not originate from the pigment of the surrounding bricks (which, in fact, were
whitewashed at certain times in history) nor from the link between the color red and communism. Rather,
the name came about because the Russian word kpachas (krasnaya) can mean either "red" or "beautiful”
(the latter being rather archaic; cf. npexpacHnas, prekrasnaya). This word, with the meaning "beautiful", was
originally applied to Saint Basil's Cathedral and was subsequently transferred to the nearby square. It is
believed that the square acquired its current name (replacing the older Pozhar, or "burnt-out place") in the
17th century. Several ancient Russian towns, such as Suzdal, Yelets, and Pereslavl-Zalessky, have their
main square named Krasnaya ploshchad.

History

The rich history of Red Square is reflected in many paintings by Vasily Surikov, Konstantin Yuon and
others. The square was meant to serve as Moscow's main marketplace. It was also the site of various public
ceremonies and proclamations, and occasionally a coronation for Russia's Tsars would take place. The
square has been gradually built up since that point and has been used for official ceremonies by all Russian
governments since it was established.

Before the 18th century
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The East side of the Kremlin triangle, lying adjacent to Red Square and situated between the rivers Moskva
and the now underground Neglinnaya River was deemed the most vulnerable side of the Kremlin to attack,
since it was neither protected by the rivers, nor any other natural barriers, as the other sides were. Therefore,
the Kremlin wall was built to its greatest height on this side, and the Italian architects involved in the
building of these fortifications convinced Ivan the Great to clear the area outside of the walls to create a
field for shooting. The relevant decrees were issued in 1493 and 1495. They called for the demolition of all
buildings within 110 sazhens (234 metres) of the wall.

From 1508 to 1516, the Italian architect Aloisio the New arranged for the construction of a moat in front of
the Eastern wall, which would connect the Moskva and Neglinnaya and be filled in with water from
Neglinnaya. This moat, known as the Alevizov moat having a length of 541 meters, width of 36 meters, and
a depth of 9.5-13 m was lined with limestone and, in 1533, fenced on both sides with low, 4-meter thick
cogged brick walls. Three square gates existed on this side of the wall, which in the 17th century, were
known as: Konstantino-Eleninsky, Spassky, Nikolsky (owing their names to the icons of Constantine and
Helen, the Savior and St. Nicholas which hung over them). The last two are directly opposite Red Square,
while the Konstantino-Elenensky gate was located behind Saint Basil's Cathedral. In the early 19th century,
the Arch of Konstantino-Elenensky gate was paved with bricks, but the Spassky Gate was the main front
gate of the Kremlin and used for royal entrances. From this gate, wooden and (following the 17th century
improvements) stone bridges stretched across the moat. Books were sold on this bridge and stone platforms
were built nearby for guns — "raskats". The Tsar Cannon was located on the platform of the Lobnoye mesto.

The square was called Veliky Torg (Great market) or simply Torg (Market), then Troitskaya by the name of
the small Troitskaya (Trinity) Church, burnt down in the great fire during the Tatar invasion in 1571. After
that, the square held the name Pozhar, which means "burnt". It was not until 166162, when it was first
mentioned by its contemporary Krasnaya — "Red" name.

Saint Basil's (finished 1561)Red Square was the landing stage and trade center for Moscow. Ivan the Great
decreed that trade should only be conducted from person to person, but in time, these rules were relaxed
and permanent market buildings began appearing on the square. After a fire in 1547, Ivan the Terrible
reorganized the lines of wooden shops on the Eastern side into market lines. The streets Ilyinka and
Varvarka were divided into the Upper lines (now GUM department store), Middle lines and Bottom lines,
although Bottom Lines were already in Zaryadye).

After a few years, the Cathedral of Intercession of the Virgin, commonly known as Saint Basil's Cathedral,
was built on the moat under the rule of Ivan IV. This was the first building which gave the square its
present-day characteristic silhouette (pyramidal roofs had not yet been built on the Kremlin towers). In
1595, the wooden market lines were replaced with stone. By that time, a brick platform for the
proclamation of the tsar's edicts, known as Lobnoye Mesto, had also been constructed.

Red Square was considered a sacred place. Various festive processions were held there, and during Palm
Sunday, the famous "procession on a donkey" was arranged, in which the patriarch, sitting on a donkey,
accompanied by the tsar and the people went out of Saint Basil's Cathedral in the Kremlin.

During the expulsion of Poles from Moscow in 1612, Prince Dmitry Pozharsky entered the Kremlin
through the square. In memory of this event, he built the Kazan Cathedral — in honor of the Kazan Icon of
the Mother of God, followed his army in a campaign.

At the same time (1624-1625), Spasskaya tower received contemporary tent roofs. This was done on the
proposal and the draught of Christopher Galloway from England, who was summoned to design the new
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tower's clock and suggested the arrangement of the tent roof over the clock. In the mid-century a gilded
double-headed eagle was set on top of the tower. After this, the square became known as Krasivaya
("beautiful™).

In the late 17th century (1679-1680) the square was cleared of all wooden structures. Then all Kremlin
towers received tent roofs, except Nikolskaya. One tent was erected on the wall above Red Square (the so-
called Tsarskaya Tower, so that the tsar could watch from this spot the ceremonies in the square). Tent
roofs were also constructed at VVoskrerensky (Iberian) gates, arranged in the wall of Kitai-gorod. These
were the fortified gates at VVoskresensky Bridge over the River Neglinnaya.

In 1697 and 1699, gates on both sides of VVoskresensky Bridge were rebuilt into large stone buildings: the
Mint and Zemsky prikaz (department in charge of urban and police matters). Zemsky prikaz (on the site of
current Historical Museum) was then known as the Main Pharmacy, founded under orders of Peter The
Great. In 1755 the first Russian University was originally housed in the building of Zemsky prikaz, before
moving to the better known building on Mokhovaya street further across Manege Square. At the same time
the (by then already drained) Alevizov moat was used as a state Pharmacy's garden for growing medicinal
plants.

18th century

In 1702, the first public theater in Russia was built near the Nikolsky gate; It stood until 1737, when it was
destroyed in a fire. In the 1730s, a new mint building, called the Gubernskoye pravlenie (Provincial Board),
was built in front of the old one.

During her reign, Catherine the Great decided to make improvements to the square. In 1786 the upper floor
of the market lines was made of stone. This line was built on the opposite side of the square, near a moat
between the Spasskaya and Nikolskaya towers. Then architect Matvey Kazakov built (in the old forms) the
new Lobnoye mesto of hewn stone, slightly West of the place where it was before.

19th and early 20th centuries

In 1804, at the request of merchants, the square was paved in stone. In 1806 Nikolskaya Tower was
reconstructed in the Gothic style, and received a tent roof. The new phase of improvement of the square
began after the Napoleonic invasion and fire in 1812. The moat was filled in 1813 and in its place, rows of
trees were planted. The market Line along the moat, dilapidated after the fire, had been demolished, and on
the Eastern side, Joseph Bové constructed new building of lines in the Empire style. In 1818 the Monument
to Minin and Pozharsky, was erected, symbolising the rise in patriotic consciousness during the war.

In 1874 the historic building of Zemsky prikaz was demolished. In its place the Imperial Historical
Museum was built in pseudo-Russian style. After Bové's lines were demolished, new large buildings were
erected between 1888 and 1893, also in the pseudo-Russian style: upper lines (Gum department store) and
middle lines. The upper lines were intended for retail sale and together in fact comprised the first
department store in Moscow. Middle lines were intended for wholesale trade. At the same time (in 1892)
the square was illuminated by electric lanterns. In 1909 a tram appeared on the square for the first time.

Modern era

During the Soviet era, Red Square maintained its significance, becoming a focal point for the new state.
Besides being the official address of the Soviet government, it was renowned as a showcase for military
parades from 1919 onward. Lenin's Mausoleum would from 1924 onward be a part of the square complex,
and also as the grandstand for important dignitaries in all national celebrations. In the 1930s, Kazan

12



Cathedral and Iverskaya Chapel with the Resurrection Gates were demolished to make room for heavy
military vehicles driving through the square (both were later rebuilt after the fall of the Soviet Union).
There were plans to demolish Moscow's most recognized building, Saint Basil's Cathedral, as well to make
way for a larger Red Square, as well as the State Historical Museum. The legend is that Lazar Kaganovich,
Stalin's associate and director of the Moscow reconstruction plan, prepared a special model of Red Square,
in which the cathedral could be removed, and brought it to Stalin to show how the cathedral was an
obstacle for parades and traffic. But when he jerked the cathedral out of the model, Stalin objected with his
rather famous quote: "Lazar! Put it back!".

2008 Military parade marking the sixty-third anniversary of Victory in the Great Patriotic War.Two of the
most significant military parades on Red Square were November 7, 1941, when the city was besieged by
Germans and troops were leaving Red Square straight to the front lines, and the Victory Parade in 1945,
when the banners of defeated Nazi armies were thrown at the foot of Lenin's Mausoleum. The Soviet Union
held many parades in Red Square for May Day, Victory Day, and the October Revolution, which consisted
of propaganda, flags, a labor demonstration, and a troops march and show off of tanks and missiles. On
Victory Day in 1945, 1965, 1985, and 1990 there were military marches and parades as well.

On May 28, 1987, a West German pilot named Mathias Rust landed a Cessna 172 light aircraft at St. Basil
next to Red Square, causing a major scandal in the Soviet Air Defense Forces.

In 1990 the Kremlin and Red Square were among the very first sites in the USSR added to UNESCO's
World Heritage List.

Red Square has also served as a venue for high-profile concerts. Linkin Park, The Prodigy, t.A.T.u.,
Shakira, Scorpions, Paul McCartney, Roger Waters, Red Hot Chili Peppers, and other celebrities performed
there. For the New Year 2006, 2007, and 2008 celebrations, a skating rink was set up on Red Square. Paul
McCartney's performance there was a historic moment for many, as The Beatles were banned in the Soviet
Union, preventing any live performances there of any of The Beatles. The Soviet Union also banned the
sales of Beatles records. While McCartney's performance was historic, he was not the first Beatle to
perform in Russia. Former Beatle Ringo Starr and His All Starr Band performed at Moscow's Russia Hall
in August 1998.

In January 2008, Russia announced it would resume parading military vehicles through Red
Square,although recent restoration of Iverski Gate complicated this, by closing one of existing passages
along Historical Museum for the heavy vehicles.

In May 2008, Russia held its annual Victory day parade, marking the 63rd anniversary of the defeat of Nazi
Germany in World War 1. For the first time since the collapse of the USSR in 1991, Russian military
vehicles paraded through the square. On December 4, 2008, The KHL announced they would be holding
their first all-star game outdoors on January 10 at Red Square.

On May 9, 2010, to commemorate the 65th anniversary of the capitulation of Germany in 1945, the armed
forces of France, the United Kingdom, and the United States marched in the Moscow Victory Day parade
for the first time in history.

On 10 November 2013, Pyotr Pavlensky, a Russian performance artist, reportedly sat naked for an hour and
a half on the square with a nail driven through his scrotum into the ground before he was removed by police.
He said aid the stunt was a metaphor for "apathy, political indifference and fatalism in modern Russian
society".
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GUM is the name of the main department store in many cities of the former Soviet Union, known as State
Department during the Soviet times. Similarly named stores were found in some Soviet republics and post-
Soviet states. The most famous GUM is the large store in the Kitai-gorod part of Moscow facing Red
Square. It is currently a shopping mall. Prior to the 1920s, the location was known as the Upper Trading
Rows (Russian: Bepxuue Toproseie psabl). Nearby, also facing Red Square, is a building very similar to
GUM, known formerly as the Middle Trading Rows. It is about the same size as a large North American
shopping mall. It has a clear roof.

Design and structure

Structure of Shukhov's roofWith the facade extending for 794 ft (242 m) along the eastern side of Red
Square, the Upper Trading Rows were built between 1890 and 1893 by Alexander Pomerantsev
(responsible for architecture) and Vladimir Shukhov (responsible for engineering). The trapezoidal building
features an interesting combination of elements of Russian medieval architecture and a steel framework and
glass roof, a similar style to the great 19th-century railway stations of London. William Craft Brumfield
described the GUM building as "a tribute both to Shukhov's design and to the technical proficiency of
Russian architecture toward the end of the 19th century".

The glass-roofed design made the building unique at the time of construction. The roof, the diameter of
which is 46 ft (14 m), looks light, but it is a firm construction made of more than 50,000 metal pods (about
819 short tons (743 t), capable of supporting snowfall accumulation. Illumination is provided by huge
arched skylights of iron and glass, each weighing some 820 short tons (740 t) and containing in excess of
20,000 panes of glass. The facade is divided into several horizontal tiers, lined with red Finnish granite,
Tarusa marble, and limestone. Each arcade is on three levels, linked by walkways of reinforced concrete.
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Moscow Kremlin

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moscow Kremlin

The Moscow Kremlin (Russian: Mockosckuit Kpemib, tr. Moskovskiy Kreml, IPA: [me'skofskirj krieml]),
sometimes referred to as simply the Kremlin, is a historic fortified complex at the heart of Moscow,
overlooking the Moskva River to the south, Saint Basil's Cathedral and Red Square to the east, and the
Alexander Garden to the west. It is the best known of kremlins (Russian citadels) and includes five palaces,
four cathedrals, and the enclosing Kremlin Wall with Kremlin towers. The complex serves as the official
residence of the President of the Russian Federation.

The name Kremlin means "fortress",
and is often used as a synecdoche to
refer to the government of the
Russian Federation in a similar sense
to how the White House is used to
refer to the Executive Office of the
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President of the United States.
Indeed, even the Russian President's
official website is Kremlin.ru. It had
previously been used to refer to the
government of the Soviet Union
(1922-1991) and its highest
members (such as general secretaries,
i A premiers, presidents, ministers, and
80 commissars). "Kremlinology" refers
to the study of Soviet and Russian
politics.
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Buildings

The existing Kremlin walls and towers were built by Italian masters over the years 1485 to 1495. The
irregular triangle of the Kremlin wall encloses an area of 275,000 square metres (68 acres). Its overall
length is 2,235 metres (2,444 yards), but the height ranges from 5 to 19 metres, depending on the terrain.
The wall's thickness is between 3.5 and 6.5 metres.

Originally there were eighteen Kremlin towers, but their number increased to twenty in the 17th century.
All but three of the towers are square in plan. The highest tower is the Troizkaya, which was built up to its
present height of 73,9 metres in 1495. Most towers were originally crowned with wooden tents; the extant
brick tents with strips of colored tiles go back to the 1680s.

Cathedral Square is the heart of the Kremlin. It is surrounded by six buildings, including three cathedrals.
The Cathedral of the Dormition was completed in 1479 to be the main church of Moscow and where all the
Tsars were crowned. The massive limestone facade, capped with its five golden cupolas was the design of
Avristotele Fioravanti. Several important metropolitans and patriarchs are buried there, including Peter and
Makarii. The gilded, three-domed Cathedral of the Annunciation was completed next in 1489, only to be
reconstructed to a nine-domed design a century later. On the south-east of the square is the much larger
Cathedral of the Archangel Michael (1508), where almost all the Muscovite monarchs from lvan Kalita to
Alexis | of Russia are interred. (Boris Godunov was originally buried there, but was moved to the Trinity
Monastery.)

Church of the Twelve Apostles (1654-56).

Church of the Deposition of the Robe (1488).There are two domestic churches of the Metropolitans and
Patriarchs of Moscow, the Church of the Twelve Apostles (1653-56) and the exquisite one-domed Church
of the Deposition of the Virgin's Robe, built by Pskov artisans over the years 1484-88 and featuring superb
icons and frescoes from 1627 and 1644.

The other notable structure is the Ivan the Great Bell Tower on the north-east corner of the square, which is
said to mark the exact centre of Moscow and resemble a burning candle. Completed in 1600, it is 81 metres
(266 feet) high. Until the Russian Revolution, it was the tallest structure in the city, as construction of
buildings taller than that was forbidden. Its 21 bells would sound the alarm if any enemy was approaching.
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The upper part of the structure was destroyed by the French during the Napoleonic Invasion and has, of
course, been rebuilt. The Tsar bell, the largest bell in the world, stands on a pedestal next to the tower.

Inside the Terem Palace.The oldest secular structure still standing is Ivan I1l's Palace of Facets (1491),
which holds the imperial thrones. The next oldest is the first home of the royal family, the Terem Palace.
The original Terem Palace was also commissioned by Ivan 11, but most of the existing palace was built in
the 17th century. The Terem Palace and the Palace of Facets are linked by the Grand Kremlin Palace. This
was commissioned by Nicholas | in 1838. The largest structure in the Kremlin, it cost an exorbitant sum of
eleven million rubles to build and more than one billion dollars to renovate in the 1990s. It contains
dazzling reception halls, a ceremonial red staircase, private apartments of the tsars, and the lower storey of
the Resurrection of Lazarus church (1393), which is the oldest extant structure in the Kremlin and the
whole of Moscow.

The northern corner of the Kremlin is occupied by the Arsenal, which was originally built for Peter the
Great in 1701. The southwestern section of the Kremlin holds the Armoury building. Built in 1851 to a
Renaissance Revival design, it is currently a museum housing Russian state regalia and Diamond fund.

The haloalkaliphilic methylotrophic bacterium Methylophaga murata was first isolated from deteriorating
marble in the Kremlin.
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Lenin's Mausoleum
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lenin%27s_Mausoleum

Lenin's Mausoleum also known as Lenin's Tomb, situated in Red Square in the center of Moscow, is the
mausoleum that serves as the current resting place of Vladimir Lenin. His embalmed body has been on
public display there since shortly after his death in 1924 (with rare exceptions in wartime). Aleksey
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Shchusev's diminutive but monumental granite structure incorporates some elements from ancient
mausoleums, such as the Step Pyramid and the Tomb of Cyrus the Great.

History
The wooden version of Lenin's Mausoleum, March 1925

Lenin died on January 21, 1924. Two days later architect Aleksey Shchusev was charged with building a
structure suitable for viewing of the body by mourners. A wooden tomb, in Red Square by the Kremlin wall,
was ready January 27, and later that day Lenin's coffin was placed in it. More than 100,000[citation needed]
people visited the tomb in the next six weeks. By August 1924, Shchusev had replaced the tomb with a
larger one, and Lenin's body transferred to a sarcophagus designed by architect Konstantin Melnikov.

Pathologist Alexei Ivanovich Abrikosov had embalmed the body soon after Lenin's death, but by 1929 it
was determined that it would be possible to preserve the body for much longer than usual; therefore, the
next year a new mausoleum of marble, porphyry, granite, and labradorite (by Alexey Shchusev, I.A.
Frantsuz and G.K. Yakovlev) was completed.

In 1973 sculptor Nikolai Tomsky designed a new sarcophagus.

On January 26, 1924, the Head of the Moscow Garrison issued an order to place the Guard of Honour at the
mausoleum. Russians call it the "Number One Sentry". After the events of the Russian constitutional crisis
of 1993, the Guard of Honour was disbanded. In 1997 the "Number One Sentry" was restored at the Tomb
of the Unknown Soldier in Alexander Garden.

The body was removed in October 1941 and evacuated to Tyumen, in Siberia, when it appeared that
Moscow might be in danger of invasion by Nazi troops. After the war, it was returned and the tomb
reopened.

More than 10 million people visited Lenin's tomb between 1924 and 1972,

Joseph Stalin's embalmed body shared a spot next to Lenin's, from the time of his death in 1953 until
October 31, 1961, when Stalin was removed as part of de-Stalinization and Khrushchev's Thaw, and buried
in the Kremlin Wall Necropolis outside the walls of the Kremlin.

Lenin's body was to have been transferred to the Pantheon upon its completion but the project was
cancelled in the aftermath of de-Stalinization.

Preserving the body

One of the main problems the embalmers faced was the appearance of dark spots on the skin, especially on
the face and hands. They managed to solve the problem by the use of a variety of different reagents in
between baths. For example, if a patch of wrinkling or discoloration occurred it was treated with an acetic
acid diluted with vodka. Hydrogen peroxide could be used to restore the tissues' original colouring. Damp
spots were removed by means of disinfectants like quinine or phenol.

Until the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991 the continued preservation work was funded by the Russian
government. At that point the government discontinued financial support and now private donations
support the preservation staff.

Lenin's Mausoleum today

This article is outdated. Please update this article to reflect recent events or newly available information.
(January 2014)

Vladimir Putin in front of Lenin's Mausoleum
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Lenin's Mausoleum during a rally by the Russian Communist Party in 2009.The Mausoleum is open every
day from 10:00 to 13:00, except holidays, Mondays and Fridays. Visitors still wait in lines to see Lenin's
body although they are not as long as they once were. Entrance is free of charge. All items capable of
recording video or audio as well as taking a picture are strictly forbidden inside the mausoleum. All
electronic items must be checked in a nearby building containing lockers. Before visitors enter the
mausoleum, armed police or military guards search them. Visitors are required to show respect while in the
tomb: photography and videotaping inside the mausoleum are forbidden, as are talking, smoking, keeping
hands in pockets, or wearing hats (unless female).

Since 1991, there has been some discussion about removing the Kremlin Wall Necropolis and burying
Lenin's body. President Boris Yeltsin, with the support of the Russian Orthodox Church, intended to close
the tomb and bury Lenin next to his mother, Maria Alexandrovna Ulyanova, at the Volkov Cemetery in St.
Petersburg. His successor, Vladimir Putin, opposed this, pointing out that a reburial of Lenin would imply
that generations of citizens had observed false values during 70 years of Soviet rule.

In January 2011, the United Russia party created a website where visitors could vote whether Lenin's body
should be buried,and 50.79% percent of the voters were against his burial.

The mausoleum has undergone several changes in appearance since the fall of the Soviet Union. One of the
first noticeable changes was the placement of gates at the staircases leading to the central tribune. After the
removal of the guard, this was necessary to prevent unauthorized usage of the tribune. Beginning in 2012,
the mausoleum underwent foundation reconstruction caused by the construction of a building attached to
the mausoleum in 1983. The building houses an escalator once used by members of the politburo to ascend
the tribune. In 1995 and 1996, when Boris Yeltsin used the tribune, he used stairs and not the escalator.
Now the tribune is no longer used, therefore it became acceptable to remove the escalator. The building will
be demolished in 2013 in an effort to bring the mausoleum closer to the original plans of the architect.
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Saint Basil's Cathedral

The Cathedral of Vasily the Blessed (Russian: Co6op Bacunust bnaxkennoro), commonly known as Saint
Basil's Cathedral, Kremlin, is a former church in Red Square in Moscow, Russia. The building, now a
museum, is officially known as the Cathedral of the Intercession of the Blessed Virgin on the Moat
(Russian: Cobop ITokposa npecssiToit boropoauisl, uto Ha PBy) or Pokrovsky Cathedral (Russian:
Tokporckuii cobop). It was built from 1555-61 on orders from Ivan the Terrible and commemorates the
capture of Kazan and Astrakhan. It has been the hub of the city's growth since the 14th century and was the
city's tallest building until the completion of the Ivan the Great Bell Tower in 1600.

The original building, known as Trinity Church and later Trinity Cathedral, contained eight side churches
arranged around the ninth, central church of Intercession; the tenth church was erected in 1588 over the
grave of venerated local saint Vasily (Basil). In the 16th and 17th centuries the church, perceived as the
earthly symbol of the Heavenly City, as happens to all churches in Byzantine Christianity, was popularly
known as the "Jerusalem™ and served as an allegory of the Jerusalem Temple in the annual Palm Sunday
parade attended by the Patriarch of Moscow and the tsar.

The building is shaped as a flame of a bonfire rising into the sky, a design that has no analogues in Russian
architecture. Dmitry Shvidkovsky, in his book Russian Architecture and the West, states that "it is like no
other Russian building. Nothing similar can be found in the entire millennium of Byzantine tradition from
the fifth to fifteenth century ... a strangeness that astonishes by its unexpectedness, complexity and dazzling
interleaving of the manifold details of its design.” The cathedral foreshadowed the climax of Russian
national architecture in the 17th century.

As part of the program of state atheism, the church was confiscated from the Russian Orthodox community
as part of the Soviet Union's anti-theist campaigns and has operated as a division of the State Historical
Museum since 1928. It was completely and forcefully secularized in 1929 and remains a federal property of
the Russian Federation. The church has been part of the Moscow Kremlin and Red Square UNESCO World
Heritage Site since 1990. It is often mislabelled as the Kremlin owing to its location on Red Square in
immediate proximity of the Kremlin.
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History of Red Square

Red Square began life as a slum, a shanty town of
wooden huts clustered beneath the Kremlin walls
that housed a collection of peddlers, criminals and
drunks whose status left them outside the official
boundaries of the medieval city. It was cleared on
the orders of Ivan Il at the end of the 1400's, but
remained the province of the mob, the site of
public executions, and rabble rousing, until much
later.

The square's name has nothing to do with communism or with the color of many of its buildings. In fact it
derives from the word 'krasnyi', which once meant 'beautiful’, and has only come to mean 'red' in
contemporary Russian. The name became official in the middle of the 17" century - previously it had been
Trinity Square, due to the Trinity Cathedral, the predecessor of St. Basil's. Popularly, it was also known as
'Fire Square', reflecting the number of times medieval Moscow burned. During the Mongol and Tartar
invasions, it was the site of fierce fighting, and right up until the end of the 17" century cannon stood ready
to defend the square.

Red Square came into its own in the 20™ Century, when it was most famous as the site of official military
parades demonstrating to the world the might of the Soviet armed forces. Two of these will be remembered
forever. The first was the parade of 7 November 1941, when columns of young cadets marched through the
square and straight on to the frontline, which by that point was less than 50km from Moscow. The second
was the victory parade on 24 June 1945, when two hundred Nazi standards were thrown in front of the
mausoleum and trampled by mounted Soviet commanders in celebration. The year 2000 saw the return of
troops to Red Square, with a parade to mark the 50th anniversary of the end of World War Two.

Since Perestroika, however, the emphasis has moved away from official pomp, and Red Square has been
used increasingly for rock concerts, big classical music performances and a whole range of large-scale
events from fashion shows to festivals of circus art. Moscow met the millennium here with a huge firework
display and street party.

Today it's hard to think of a place that is more beloved of Muscovites and visitors to the city. The varied
beauty of the architecture and the magical atmosphere belie the square's often brutal and bloody history, but
the combination makes Red Square a truly fascinating place that you'll want to come back to again and
again.

Red Square began life as a slum, a shanty town of wooden huts clustered beneath the Kremlin walls that
housed a collection of peddlers, criminals and drunks whose status left them outside the official boundaries
of the medieval city. It was cleared on the orders of Ivan |1l at the end of the 1400's, but remained the
province of the mob, the site of public executions, and rabble rousing, until much later.

The square's name has nothing to do with communism or with the color of many of its buildings. In fact it
derives from the word 'krasnyi', which once meant 'beautiful’, and has only come to mean 'red' in
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contemporary Russian. The name became official in the middle of the 17" century - previously it had been
Trinity Square, due to the Trinity Cathedral, the predecessor of St. Basil's. Popularly, it was also known as
'Fire Square', reflecting the number of times medieval Moscow burned. During the Mongol and Tartar
invasions, it was the site of fierce fighting, and right up until the end of the 17" century cannon stood ready
to defend the square.

Red Square came into its own in the 20" Century, when it was most famous as the site of official military
parades demonstrating to the world the might of the Soviet armed forces. Two of these will be remembered
forever. The first was the parade of 7 November 1941, when columns of young cadets marched through the
square and straight on to the frontline, which by that point was less than 50km from Moscow. The second
was the victory parade on 24 June 1945, when two hundred Nazi standards were thrown in front of the
mausoleum and trampled by mounted Soviet commanders in celebration. The year 2000 saw the return of
troops to Red Square, with a parade to mark the 50th anniversary of the end of World War Two.

Since Perestroika, however, the emphasis has moved away from official pomp, and Red Square has been
used increasingly for rock concerts, big classical music performances and a whole range of large-scale
events from fashion shows to festivals of circus art. Moscow met the millennium here with a huge firework
display and street party.

Today it's hard to think of a place that is more beloved of Muscovites and visitors to the city. The varied
beauty of the architecture and the magical atmosphere belie the square's often brutal and bloody history, but
the combination makes Red Square a truly fascinating place that you'll want to come back to again and
again.

GUM

Directly opposite the Mausoleum, on the
eastern side of the square, lies the building
which houses Russia's most famous shopping
mall - the State Department Store, GUM.
Since the fall of communism, several other
shopping centers and hypermarkets have
sprung up to rival it in prestige, but GUM
retains its status as a consumer Mecca for
visitors to Moscow. In the Soviet Union, the
top floor was home to Section 100, a secret
clothing store only open to the highest
echelons of the party. Nowadays the rows of exclusive boutiques are accessible to anyone with a platinum
card. That said, the building itself is glorious, and there are still a few more interesting relics of a bygone
era on the higher floors that make it well worth exploring.

The site has been used for trading throughout history. By 1520 there was already a large stone arcade
standing here. Fire destroyed the old Upper Trading Rows, as they became known, and the current building
was completed in 1893. A joint project between architect Aleksander Pomerantsev and engineer Vladimir
Shukov, its steel framework and glass roof were, at the time, on the cutting edge of technology, and give
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GUM a certain resemblance to a large European station. It has an area to match and, at the end of the 19"
Century, it was the largest shopping center in Europe. Before the 1917 Revolution it contained a staggering
1,200 stores.

In 1928, GUM was closed by Stalin, who decided to use the building as the headquarters for officials
working on the first Five Year Plan. GUM was reopened in 1953, and became one of the most popular sites
for the legendary Soviet queues, which could at times extend all the way across Red Square. After
privatization in the early 90s, it rapidly became the address of choice for top-end Western retailers.
Journalists and travel writers often comment on the
sharp contrast between prices in GUM and poverty
in Russia - as if the majority of New Yorkers get
their clothes from Saks, or the average Londoner
could afford to do their grocery shopping in
Harrods. Even if you don't intend to buy anything,
a tour of Red Square should always include a quick
stroll down the aisles of GUM.

St. Basil's Cathedral

Although it's known to everyone as St. Basil's, this
legendary building is officially called "The
Cathedral of the Intercession of the Virgin by the
Moat". The popular alternative refers to Basil the
Blessed, a Muscovite 'holy fool' who was buried on
the site (in the Trinity Cathedral that once stood
here) a few years before the present building was
erected.

The Cathedral was ordered by Ivan the Terrible to mark the 1552 capture of Kazan from Mongol forces. It
was completed in 1560. That's pretty much all the genuine history that's known about this celebrated
landmark. There, however, scores of legends. Nothing is known about the builders, Barma and Postnik
Yakovlev, except their names and the dubious legend that Ivan had them blinded so that they could not
create anything to compare. Historians unanimously state that this is nothing but urban folklore.

Architectural specialists are to this day unable to agree about the governing idea behind the structure. Either
the creators were paying homage to the churches of Jerusalem, or, by building eight churches around a
central ninth, they were representing the medieval symbol of the eight-pointed star. The original concept of
the Cathedral of the Intercession has been hidden from us beneath layers of stylistic additions and new
churches added to the main building. In fact, when built, the Cathedral was all white to match the white-
stone Kremlin, and the onion domes were gold rather than multi-colored and patterned as they are today.

In the 17" century a hip-roofed bell tower was added, the gallery and staircases were covered with vaulted

roofing, and the helmeted domes were replaced with decorated ones. In 1860 during rebuilding, the
Cathedral was painted with a more complex and integrated design, and has remained unchanged since.
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For a time in the Soviet Union, there was talk of demolishing St. Basil's - mainly because it hindered
Stalin's plans for massed parades on Red Square. It was only saved thanks to the courage of the architect
Pyotr Baranovsky. When ordered to prepare the building for demolition, he refused categorically, and sent
the Kremlin an extremely blunt telegram. The Cathedral remained standing, and Baranovsky's conservation
efforts earned him five years in prison.

The Cathedral is now a museum. During restoration work in the seventies a wooden spiral staircase was
discovered within one of the walls. Visitors now take this route into the central church, with its
extraordinary, soaring tented roof and a fine 16" Century iconostasis. You can also walk along the narrow,
winding gallery, covered in beautiful patterned paintwork. One service a year is held in the Cathedral, on
the Day of Intercession in October.

The Lenin Mausoleum

For the burial of the Father of the Revolution,
something special had to be arranged. Immediately
after his death in 1924, a wooden mausoleum was
erected on the square. In 1929, architect Aleksei
Shchusev was commissioned to design a more
lasting home for the body. The result, unveiled a
year later, is a squat but attractive pyramid in layers = : 3 S |
of red, grey and black granite that harmonizes Nu— e e
remarkably well with the Kremlin buildings behind it, despite its clear Constructivist influences. In the
1930's, granite platforms were added around the sides of the mausoleum, providing a point for government
officials to inspect parades, a sight that became famous throughout the world in the Soviet Era.

While the mausoleum is comparatively small from the outside, it has hidden depths. There are two
underground floors to the structure, which used to house a rest area for VIPs and the Kremlin guards, and
the laboratory that was once used to supervise the ongoing embalming process. Sadly, though apparently no
longer used, they aren't open to the public.

Despite the attention of a team of scientists - and leaving aside rumors that he was long ago replaced by a
wax model - Lenin is not the freshest-looking of corpses. Gone are the days when eager citizens queued
round block to catch a quick glimpse of the great leader. However, if you do wish to see the body, the
process is far from simple. First you have to leave bags and cameras - no filming inside - in the Kutayfa
tower cloakrooms. Then you join the queue that runs along the Kremlin wall. Visitors are kept moving, so
you only get to spend a few minutes inside the mausoleum before you're hurried out by the guards. The
funerary chamber is very dark and, on sunny days, the sudden contrast can be bewildering. Nonetheless,
this is still something of a morbid necessity for visitors to Moscow. After years of rumor and controversy as
to the fate of Lenin's body, the mausoleum was reopened in April 2005, and it looks to stay that way for the
foreseeable future.
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Short History of the Kremlin

Although there is evidence of human habitation on the site of the
Kremlin dating back to 500 BC, Moscow's history really begins
around 1147, when Yuri Dolgoruky, Grand Duke of Kiev, built a
wooden fort at the point where the Neglina and Moskva Rivers
converge. The city grew rapidly and, despite being razed by the
Mongols in 1208, was soon powerful enough to attain primacy
among the Russian principalities, acknowledged in 1326 when the
seat of the Russian Orthodox Church moved there from Vladimir.

At the same time, stone buildings began to appear in the Kremlin
and, by the end of the 14™ Century, the citadel was fortified with
stone walls. Under Ivan the Great (1462 - 1505), the Kremlin
became the centre of a unified Russian state, and was extensively
remodelled, as befitted its new status. Meanwhile, Moscow spread
outside the walls of the citadel, and the Kremlin became a world
apart, the base of the twin powers of state and religion. This period
saw the construction of the magnificent Cathedrals of the
Assumption, the Annunciation and the Archangel, and the uniquely Russian Terem Palace, the royal
residence. The addition of the Ivan the Great Bell Tower completed Sobornaya Square, and added to the
imposing effect of the Kremlin skyline.

Ivan's descendents further developed and adapted the Kremlin complex and, even when Peter the Great
moved the capital to St Petersburg, Russia's rulers continued to leave their mark on the medieval town.
Peter himself built the Kremlin Arsenal, originally planned as a military museum and now occupied by a
barracks, and the 18" and 19" centuries brought Neoclassical masterpieces such as the Senate Building and
the Great Kremlin Palace. After the 1917 Revolution, the Kremlin regained its rightful place as the seat of
the Russian government, and the legacy of the Communist era is still visible in the large red stars that top
many of the defensive towers, and in the vast, modern State Kremlin Palace, originally the Palace of
Congresses.

The Squares and Streets of the Kremlin

In the distant past the Kremlin was a self-contained medieval town, seething with the bustle of everyday
life. Nowadays, the citadel's division into squares and streets has a considerably more formal flavor,
although some have kept their original names down the centuries. Buildings from the 15" to the 20"
century combine to create unique ensemble of architecture on Sobornaya, lvanovskaya, Dvortsovaya,
Senatskaya, and Troitskaya Squares, and also on Spasskaya, Borovitskaya, and Dvortsovaya Streets. It's
worth taking a closer look at two of the main squares of the Kremlin National Park Museum - Sobornaya
and lvanovskaya.
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Sobornaya (Cathedral) Square

Lying at the very centre of the Kremlin, this
square traditionally welcomed all guests to the
town who entered through the main gates. In
the past, this was the junction of all the main
streets of the Kremlin. The square’'s name
relates to the great cathedrals that stand here -
Blagoveshchensky Sobor (The Cathedral of
the Annunciation), Uspensky Sobor (The
Cathedral of The Assumption), and
Arkhangelsky Sobor (The Catheral of The
Archangel), as well as the Church of the
Twelve Apostles, and The Church of the Deposition of the Robe. This was once the stage for official
parades to mark the coronations of the Tsars, and also of massed religious processions on great church
holidays. On the Red Steps of the Faceted Chamber the sovereigns of Russia would appear before their
people, and in front of these steps foreign ambassadors were traditionally welcomed to the city.

To this day, as they have for many centuries, the domes of these legendary churches shine with gold, and
on holidays their bells ring out across Sobornaya Square. This unique mix of medieval architecture gives a
special feeling of the closeness of God and the uninterrupted links of time to anyone stepping across the
square's white paving stones, restored in 1955.

In 2001, the great Spanish tenor Placido Domingo gave a concert on Sobornaya Square, and each year at
the Annunciation, Patriarch Aleksei, head of the Russian church, releases a flock of doves to symbolically
carry the good word throughout the world.

Ivanovskaya Square

The square got its name from the magnificent
pillar of the Ivan the Great Bell Tower. This,
the biggest of all the Kremlin's squares, was a
hive of activity over three centuries ago. It was
the site of the so-called Prikazy (Offices), the
equivalent of today's Ministries, where hoards
of visitors came bearing requests. Among
these Offices was the Yamskoi Prikaz, which
handled the delivery of private letters, and thus
became the first postal address in Moscow.
The square also witnessed the public
announcements, before the Muscovite crowds, of various decisions of state. It is said that this is the source
of the still popular Russian saying "To shout across Ivanovskaya™ - meaning to shout loudly enough to be
heard in the farthest corners of the square.

Nowadays, the square, like most of the territory of the Kremlin, is cobbled. At the end of the 1920s and
beginning of the 1930s, the Maly Nikolaevsky Palace and the Monastery of The Ascension were destroyed,
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making Ivanovskaya Square even bigger. Part of the Senate building, and the fasade of the administrative
block that was erected in 1929, in place of the destroyed historic buildings, now face onto the square.

The Kremlin Wall

Under communism, Red Square also came to
serve as a cemetery. Immediately after the
Bolsheviks took control of Moscow in 1917,
two identical tombs were built beneath the
Kremlin wall to hold the remains of 240
casualties of the October Revolution. The
Russian Orthodox Church was against the plan,
but it made no difference. Red Square became
a necropolis. It became a tradition to bury
Soviet heroes by the Kremlin walls. The Post
Office and Telegraph Commissar V.
Podbelskiy was one of the first, along with Inessa Armand and American journalist John Reid. Space
beneath the walls soon ran out, and from 1925 VIPs were buried within the wall itself. More than 100
people are now interred there, including Charles Rutenberg, the first General Secretary of the US
Communist Party, Maksim Gorky,Yuri Gagarin, and a host of marshals and ministers.

The first granite bust was put here in 1919 after the death of one of the Revolution's main leaders, lakov
Sverdlov. He was soon to be followed by Frunz, Dzerzhinsky, Kalinin, Zhdanov etc. After sharing the
Mausoleum with Lenin for a few yeas, Stalin's body was moved to this area as well. The last man to be
buried beneath the blue spruces was Yuri Chernenko, General Secretary for less than a year, who became
the twelfth of the "Party Apostles" here.

The Great Kremlin Palace

The Moscow residence of the Russian Tsars

was built in 1849 by the architect Konstantin 3

Ton, who also designed the Armory and the e
Church of Christ the Saviour. The palace of 3
Empress Elizaveta had previously stood on the
same site, and that in turn had been built on the
foundations of Ivan I1I's palace.
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The Palace complex was made up of 19"
Century structures erected for the family of
Emperor Nikolai | and surviving buildings
from previous eras - The Terem Palace, The Tsaritsina's Golden Chamber, The Faceted Palace and the
palace churches. In the middle of the 19" Century, the Armory also became part of the complex, connected
to the palace by a tunnel.
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Ton's palace is quite unique for its time thanks to its wide-bayed brick arches. His contemporaries were not
overly impressed by the fairly monotonous facades of the building, but the palace’s interior, comprising
more than seven hundred rooms, quickly became celebrated for the richness and refinement of its decor. It
is no coincidence that the palace is considered a museum of Russian palatial interiors, where all styles from
Renaissance to Byzantine can be found. The glorious main hall and staircase, and five ceremonial halls
dedicated to the chivalric orders of the Russian empire - Georgievsky, Ekaterinsky, Andreevsky,
Aleksandrovsky and Vladimirsky - were created as a memorial to Russian military glory. The living
quarters of the palace, the residence of the Tsar's family, were known as the "Personal Half". The
Georgievsky Hall, the largest of all, houses marble plagues on which are engraved the names of more than
ten thousand Russian officers who have been awarded the highest honor of the Russian Army, the Order of
St. George. The pink marble Andreevsky Hall, the throne room, is roofed with a spherical dome decorated
with coats of arms and the symbols of the chivalric orders. The central Vladimirskiy Hall is in the form of
an octahedron, and has a high dome to let light into the interior. The Ekaterinsky Hall, the throne room of
the Russian Empresses, has an interior that is delightfully comfortable without losing any of its solemnity.
In the Soviet period, the Andreevsky and Aleksandrovsky Halls were combined to form the seat of the
Supreme Soviet of the USSR. In the nineties the two rooms were restored to their original appearance.
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Sergiyev Posad (Céprues IToca)
http://www.russianlessons.net/russia/moscow-oblast/sergiyev-posad.php
Formally: Sergiyev (1919-1930), Zagorsk (1930-1991)

Region: Moscow Oblast

Sergiev Posad is a vibrant spiritual and craft center. Sergiev Posad is located just in 70 kilometers to the
north of Moscow. The town is part of Russia's famous Golden Ring. Sergiev Posad's main attraction is the
monastery called The Trinity Lavra of St. Sergius. It is a Unesco World Heritage site. It has been an
important religious site throughout almost seven centuries.

The famous Russian nesting doll known as the Matryoshka Doll (or Babushka Doll) is considered to be
born here. This toy is only a century old but has become popular world wide. The wooden Russian doll is
famous for its bright traditional dress and endless pattern variations. An industrial scale production was set
during soviet period; nowadays, most dolls are hand made.

Sergiev Posad is scattered over a territory of fifty square kilometers. Two narrow rivers, the Konchura and
the Vonduga, flow through the center of Sergiev Posad. Several small dams on the Kochura form a
succession of ponds, their banks reveal the town’s gentle provincial beauty.

A Little History of Sergiyev Posad
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The history of Sergiev Posad is tightly bound with the history of the city's monastery, The Trinity-St.
Sergius Lavra. (A "Lavra" is a type of monastery.)

The most honored figure in the history of Sergiev Posad is Bartholomew Kirilovich (1314-1392), the
founder of The Holy Trinity Lavra. He was canonized by church and revered as Saint Sergey Radonezhskiy.
Named after the village his family moved then Bartholomew was about 14 years old. In 1335 he built a
secluded cell and a small church in about 12 kilometers from Radonezh with his older brother support. For
a time he was living alone in the forest in ascetic severity. In 1337 Bartholomew became a monk and took
the name Sergius. An avid leader, St.Serigius inspired other monks to join him and build a monastery and
afterward headed the monks’ community and the parish. The legend said that he was blessed with an
incredible power. Lifelong and beyond death he has performed numerous miracles helping the suffering

and protecting the faith and the country.

In period from 1608 to 1610 the Lavra and nearby residents became involved in an epic conflict. They were
encircled by Polsh forces the false tsar Dmitriy 1, a self named tsar. During the 16 month seige they
successfully resisted the superior enemy forces. The attacking force of 15000 to 30000 men headed by
polish hetman Yan Sapieha and russian colonel Aleksandr Lisovsky were unable to conquer the Lavra. The
defenders had only 1000 volunteers, 110 cannons, and 2300 warriors sent by Vasiliy Shuyskiy, the acting
tsar.

The regional villages had developed into a recognised settlement in 1782, which is four and a half centuries
after Lavra's foundation. The main local trades were wooden crafts, commerce, and pilgrim support.

Sergiev Posad had enjoyed a long period of tranquil, patriarchal way of life before Bolshevist forces closed
the Lavra in 1919. Utill 1946 were no church services or monks on its territory. However, their faith was
not beaten by a communist ideology. The residents worshipped in multiple minor churches and in private.

From 1930 until 1991 the town was named Zagorsk. It was named after the revolutionary Vladimir
Zagorsky, even though his birth name was Volf Lubotsky. Zagorsky's life included ongoing agitation,
arrests and long term exile. He was a personal acquaintance of Lenin. Zagorsky was killed in a terrorist act
when he was only 36 years old.

During World War 11 Sergiev Posad became a front-line area and actively supported the Red Army. 30,000
men were drafted into the army. The women were working in plants and six newly formed hospitals. The
Lavra was camouflaged and served as a hospital, administrative centre, and headquarters for Town Defence
Committee.

In spite of Russia's turbulent history nothing has really changed since the old times. Sergiev Posad has
returned its historical name and faith. Ancient trades and crafts are thriving, and pilgrims still hurry to the
Lavra for church services.

The Sights of Sergiyev Posad

The Trinity Lavra of St. Sergius. (Tpoune-Cépruesa JlaBpa)

The Trinity Lavra of St. Sergius is one of the main orthodox spiritual centres in Russia. Founded in 14th
century, it has retained the charm of old times. Lavish Moscow baroque is neighbouring with ancient, pure
white style buildings. The Lavra includes several churches, some of which are operational, a chapel, an
elegant five floor belfry, and numerous household buildings enclosed into a white fortified wall with nine

towers. The height of the belfry is 88 meters, of the wall - up to 15 meters. The weight of the biggest bell is
72 ton. It is said that its ring can be heard from as far as 50km.
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Pilgrims from all over the world visit this holy place for spiritual enlightenment. Church services are
conducted every day according to the orthodox calendar. During the service anyone is free to join the parish
for prayer, to listen to the chorus, preaching. Or you could just to wonder about and study magnificent
decoration and ancient icons on your own. Every church has a keeper who advises on conventional rules
and helps guests not to get into awkward situations. However, the Orthodox Church is a religious institution,
which preaches and keeps Christian conservative values and traditions. Please, avoid wearing shorts and
miniskirts.

The Sergiev Posad State History and Art Museum-Preserve

This museum offers a stunning collection devoted to religious and regional history. The Exhibition complex
is mostly located on Lavra territory. With a collection of 120,000 exhibits, it covers a large range of local
history including: Church architecture, icons, and vestments of fine work which often decorated with or
made of precious metals and stones; As well as regional history, Russian folk art, crafts, and paintings.
Tours are available.

The Museum of National Crafts

An original museum organised by local enthusiasts is committed to Russian crafts and folk traditions. It
exhibits a substantial collection of antique and contemporary hand made articles of local produce. Unique
wooden, textile, and porcelain child amusement s will bewilder and provoke emotions.

Master classes in various crafts and painting, Russian Traditions theatre, tea parties are available on request.
If you are lucky to visit the town during religious celebrations, be sure to attend the museum special events
which can include folk performances and chanting.

The Craftsmanship & Souvenirs market
Krasnogorskaya ploschad/square and underground passage

The colourful craft market sits in front of the Lavra's main entrance. Various souvenirs such as matryoshka
doll (babushka dolls), varnished painted boxes, russian style shawls, natural stone and amber beads,
wooden and fur articles are bought and sold here. Usually prices are not firmly fixed, and it is possible get a
discount.

The Lavra view point
The corner of Voznesenskaya and Sergievskaya streets

The view point offers a superb view on the historic site of The Holy Trinity-St. Sergius Lavra. This place
reveals the Lavra's true scale and splendour to the visitor. Picturesque golden and blue domes are shining
very vividly. The white walls and buildings appear bright against either blue skies or gloomy rain clouds.

On lawn the below the view point there is a pretty white chapel. It represents an architecture style popular
in the times of Tsar Peter the Great. The chapel covers a natural spring supposedly used by St. Sergius. The
view point and a nearby chapel are the best places for memorable photos.

Wooden chapel and baptistery
The corner of Parhomenko and Suvorova streets.

A small wooden chapel is concealed by the trees of the Konchura river bank below the road. Multiple
springs are coming out form the adjoining hill. The water temperature is +4 degrees Celsius throughout the
year. The town inhabitants and travellers can often be seeing collecting the drinkable spring water in bottles
and cans.
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One of the springs is converted into a baptistery. Religious people and pilgrims are queuing for a plunge.
Everybody can join in. It would be wise to take a towel.

Popular Activities

Should you visit to Sergiev Posad in winter there is an amazing opportunity to join locals in open air
skating ring. The music and bright lights attract many visitors. This amusement is popular within all age
groups, regardless of ability. It is situated in Zeleniy pereulok, just in five minutes walk aside from the main
street (Prospect Krasnoy Armii). Skate rental is available.

The vast majority of town residents have a summer house (dacha) with a fruit and vegetable garden. It
keeps the owners busy from April to October. Yet dacha's are not just for agriculture only; it is a place for
friends to gather and have Barbeques and evening parties on the weekends. Dachas are often located near
rivers or forests and popular activities include fishing and wild mushroom gathering. Should you have a
friend or business partner among local residents, just ask him if he has a Dacha and which plants he
cultivates. It is a popular topic to discuss during a social event. It is certain that you will get an invitation in
the end.

The town dwellers who are living around Kelarskiy ponds have built their own planked footways for
fishing. Not long ago it was possible to catch crayfish. Unfortunately they have gone by now. However,
small types of fish, such as crucian and roach, are still the desired catch of children and amateur fishermen.

Industry in Sergiyev Posad

The town's main industries include wood, wood pulp and paper, paint, varnish, and instrument engineering
enterprises. The large industrial premises are mainly located on the outskirts of the town. As a result to the
town continues to retain it's fresh air and relaxed feel.

Culture and Night Life in Sergiyev Posad

With population about about one hundred thousand residents, Sergiev Posad is will developed. A trade
centre, several open air markets, numerous small shops, restaurants, cafés, fast food enterprises, hotels, and
nightclubs keep tourists and residents busy.

Most of public catering places have a touch of provincial flair, slow in service and a touch shabby.
However, there are a few deserve mentioning.

Bierhoff (Hotkovsky proezd, 13) is a brewery restaurant with German style tap beer, full menu and a
summer terrace.

Russkiy Dvorik, (Prospect Krasnoy Armii, 134/2) represents the best Russian and European cuisine.

Dachnaya Zhizn, (Prospect Krasnoy Armii, 134) has international cuisine. You will find them across the
main street in front of the Lavra's main entrance. Quality food, substantial size meals, Russian style
interiors.

There is also an alternative option. The Lavra keeps a canteen Monastirskaya Trapeza for pilgrims and
budget visitors. It is positioned inside od the Lavra, on the left side of the main entrance. Meals are
traditional, simple, and served in accordance with the church calendar. Tasty pastry, tea, and coffee are
always in the menu.
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Vladimir is a city and the administrative center of Vladimir Oblast, Russia, located on the Klyazma River,
200 kilometers (120 mi) to the east of Moscow. It is served by a railway and the M7 motorway.

Vladimir was one of the medieval capitals of Russia, with significant buildings surviving from the 12th
century. Two of its Russian Orthodox cathedrals, a monastery, and associated buildings have been
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designated as among the White Monuments of Vladimir and Suzdal, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. In
the past, the city was also known as Vladimir-on-Klyazma (Bnagumup-aa-Kinsaseme) and Vladimir-
Zalessky (Bnagumup-3anecckuii), to distinguish it from another Vladimir in Volhynia (modern Ukraing).
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As one of Russia's oldest communities, Vladimir has a rich heritage—and a solid foundation on which to
build a prosperous future. The City has access to ample raw materials, and it has a well-educated workforce.
In addition, it is centrally located on major transportation routes with easy access to the Moscow and St.
Petersburg markets and the rest of central Russia.

The multistory apartment buildings built during the Soviet period make it possible for a large number of
people to live relatively close to the city's historic center. This can give the impression that Vladimir is a
much smaller city than is in fact the case. City Administration Building, Wall of honor According to two
different Russian sources, as of the beginning of 2005, Vladimir's population was between 310 and 316
thousand. At the end of 2005, beginning of 2006 the City's boundaries were extended to include several
nearby communities. This added an additional 10,000 residents--and moved Vladimir from the 58th to the
51st largest city in Russia. As of January 1, 2008, the official population of Vladimir was 39,500.

One special note, Vladimir is in the process of investing more than 100 million dollars in combined Federal,
Oblast (regional), and City funds in the restoration and renovation of its historic district.
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Suzdal is a town and the administrative center of Suzdalsky District in VIadimir Oblast, Russia, located on

the Kamenka River, 26 kilometers (16 mi) from the city of Vladimir, the administrative center of the oblast.
Population: 10,535 (2010 Census); 11,357 (2002 Census);12,063 (1989 Census).

History

The history of the town dates back to at least the year 1024. It is called Sursdalar or Sudrdala (the southern
valley) in the Norse Sagas, which probably also is the origin of the town's name. For centuries it functioned
as the capital of several Russian principalities. It forms part of the Golden Ring. It was chartered in 1777.

After a decline in political importance, the town rose in prominence as a religious center with numerous
monasteries and a remarkable ratio of churches to citizens: at one point, forty churches for four hundred
families. Today, the town operates as an important tourist center, featuring many fine examples of old
Russian architecture—most of them churches and monasteries. Walking through the town, one might get
the feeling that every third building is a church. Although having over ten thousand residents, Suzdal still
retains a rural look with streams and meadows everywhere and chicken and livestock a common sight on
the streets, some of which remain unpaved. This juxtaposition of stunning medieval architecture with its
pastoral setting lends Suzdal a picturesque charm and in the summer artists and easels are a common sight.

Administrative and municipal status

Within the framework of administrative divisions, Suzdal serves as the administrative center of Suzdalsky
District, to which it is directly subordinated. As a municipal division, the town of Suzdal is incorporated
within Suzdalsky Municipal District as Suzdal Urban Settlement.

Tourism

In March, the Suzdal tourist center is home to the Open Russian Festival of Animated Film. The Cathedral
of the Nativity in Suzdal is one of the eight White Monuments of VIadimir and Suzdal, a World Heritage
Site.

Monuments

Wooden Church of St. Nicholas. This church was built in Glotovo in 1766 and was moved to Suzdal in
1960 to be part of a museum of wooden architecture. The church is elevated off the ground about a story
high from when it was moved across the country. This church is made out of all wood and represents the
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close relationship between wood and stone architecture and how precise the Russians were while building
this back in 1766.

Barns on stilts, the Museum of Wooden Masterpieces, SuzdalSt. John the Baptist Church. This church was
built in 1720, at the same time that the St. Nicholas church was built, although the difference between the
types of architecture of the two churches is quite remarkable. Whereas the St. Nicholas Church is all
wooden, the St. John Church is made out of white plastered walls with wooden supports.

The St. Alexander Convent. This church was built in 1240 by an unknown architect. It is said that the
princesses of Suzdal, Mariya and Agrippina, were buried here in the 14th century.

Convent of Intercession. The convent was founded in 1264. In its center stands the cathedral of the
Intercession; it was an add-on built in 1518 by an unknown man. The interior of the cathedral has no
paintings or stained glass, it is simply plain white stone walls all around. The church was and still is one of
the richest convents in Russia. The convent is the home of many nuns and is also the burial vault for twenty
nuns of noble birth. Connected to the white stoned wall cathedral is an art museum which can be toured.
There are many paintings but none in the cathedral itself. This building is filled with arches and art created
in the 16th and 17th century.
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Steeped in medieval history, but with little more than 10,000 residents, Suzdal is a little village living in a
golden time warp. Star-sprinkled onion domes pepper the meandering rural landscape and black robed
monks and nuns can be seen dashing around the town's squares on their way to services.

Dating back to 990 AD, Suzdal is one of the oldest towns in Russia and the ‘jewel' of Russia's famous
Golden Ring of ancient villages. In its heyday, Suzdal's Kremlin and monasteries held untold riches and its
leaders fought with the princes of Moscow to make Suzdal the most important principality in Ancient Rus.

Following a devastating attack by a marauding Tatar army in the 14th Century, Suzdal's astonishing growth
slowed and by the 16th Century, Suzdal had already become a political backwater, known mostly for the
wealth of its monasteries and purity of its landscape.

Nowadays the town is filled with busy churches and monasteries and its streets are lined by colourful
traditional wooden houses. Having survived the blight of Soviet town-planning, Suzdal looks much as it
did centuries ago and is one of the most popular tourist sights in Russia. Fortunately the locals have taken
the rise of their town into a tourist hot spot in their stride and life still rolls along at a gentle pace, free from
Disney-esque folk shows and filled with rich local traditions.

SUZDAL, Vladimir Region — Dating back more than 1,000 years, Suzdal is one of Russia's oldest
settlements and a place almost completely untouched by the pace of change that has transformed the
architecture of the country's major cities into one of aesthetic extremes.

Regarded by many Russians as the “jewel” of Moscow's Golden Ring, the town is located a mere 200
kilometers northeast of the capital. Despite its proximity to the rapidly expanding Moscow region, it
remains largely unaffected by modernization programs, something that has enabled it to preserve a
traditional way of life and a timeless feel.

The system of mostly unpaved country lanes around which the local infrastructure is organized fulfills the
commuting needs of the locals as well as their livestock, which graze freely in the shadow of ancient
churches. The tranquil atmosphere and picturesque views serve as inspiration for amateur artists, who can
be seen, bent over easels in wooded clearings, all year round. On summer evenings, the central square
becomes a hub of activity, where the town's younger inhabitants gather, beer in hand, to update all present
on what little can be said of the latest developments

Political and religious life in Suzdal — historically the capital of the Rostov-Suzdal principality (which also
encompassed Moscow and Smolensk) and later one of the most important religious centers in Russia — has
traditionally revolved around its kremlin, which is now included on UNESCO's World Heritage List, along
with several monasteries in the area.

But in the 1960s the Soviet government decided to replace Suzdal's political and religious roles and,
recognizing its tourist potential, turn it into a "museum town."

Today, the local economy is centered on the tourist industry, which is beginning to revitalize itself after
coming to a near standstill with the Soviet collapse, and laws restricting the construction of buildings above
two stories date back to the Khrushchev era.

The many hotels recently springing up in the outskirts provide perhaps the first evidence of a changing
landscape, while many locals have seized the opportunity for some extra income by turning their homes
into bed and breakfast inns.

Although hospitality, catering and small-time souvenir production are the predominant driving forces for
the economy, Suzdal is also one of the only places in Russia where medovukha, a mildly alcoholic honey
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drink similar to mead, is still made. The practice seems to be imprinted into the very fabric of Suzdalian life:
Not only is there a local factory that exports across Russia, but many inhabitants run stalls in the market
square where they sell their own homemade version to tourists. A bottle here can be bought for as little as
100 rubles, and most stalls let you taste the drink first, but you may have to chase a swarm of bees away
before you get to it.

Suzdal is the setting for a number of annual festivals. Among them is the Open Russian Festival of
Animated Film held in early spring and the equally prestigious (well, almost) Day of the Cucumber, a
yearly celebration of all things cucumber-related and the highlight of the year for fans of the green
vegetable across Russia, to which the town plays host on the second Saturday in July. Not to be outdone by
rival events (of which, presumably, there are few), the festival includes a unique children's performance
titled "Tales of Prince Cucumber and Princess Liana,” which takes place in Suzdal's Museum of Wooden
Architecture and Peasant Life and is thoroughly recommended by locals.

The museum itself is worth a separate visit; it comprises some of the most beautiful wooden churches built
in Russia since the 16th century and a number of typical peasant cottages from the 18th, all moved to
Suzdal during the Soviet campaign to promote the town as a tourist resort. The most visually impressive of
the buildings is Preobrazhenskaya Church, a three-tier village church with a central structure composed of
three octagons crowned by a spectacular onion dome.
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Golden Ring is a set of ancient Russian cities north-east of Moscow which form a circle if you look at them
on the map. Moscow and St Petersburg are, of course, the main attractions in Russia, but if you really want
to see a true Russian life and how the most of country lives, make an effort to travel to at least couple of the
cities in the Golden Ring. You can see old architecture and churches which were built prior to Mongol rule.

Some of the Russia's most sacred sites are in cities of the Golden Ring such as Sergiev Posad, Pereslavl-
Zalesskiy, Vladimir, and Suzdal'.

There are plenty of tours available in Moscow, but they are expensive and do not offer you enough time to
enjoy these sites. If you are staying in Moscow and plan to make daytrips to the cities in the Golden Ring,
you have plenty of options.

The easiest trip would be to Sergiev Posad, which a city built around the ancient monastery founded by
Sergey Radonezhskiy, who is considered a saint by the Russian Orthodox Church. It takes an hour by the
local train (called elektrichka) from the Yaroslavskij vokzal (railway station) in the direction of
Aleksandrov to reach Sergiev Posad. Once the train pulls to the station, you can see the monastery looming

116


http://album.blog.yam.com/show.php?a=AngelinaHPC&f=8981985&i=19873232
http://album.blog.yam.com/show.php?a=AngelinaHPC&f=8981985&i=19872916

in the distance to the east of the station. It takes ten-fifteen minutes to reach the monastery. The sight of
blue onion dome (especially against the blue sky) is really beautiful. The entrance to the monastery is free,
and you can wander around marvelling at the wonderful architecture.

From Sergiev Posad, you can continue your journey to reach such famous places as Aleksandrov, a site of
Ivan the Terrible's favorite palace, or to Pereslavl'-Zalesskiy, one of the most ancient Russian cities founded
by Yuriy Dolgorukiy and a birthplace of one of most famous Russian son, Aleksandr Nevskiy. The trip to
Aleksandrov from Sergiev Posad would take another hour, and the same time it would take you to get to
Pereslavl'-Zalesskiy.

Another daytrip that you might take from Moscow aside from the cities above is to a beautiful city of
Rostov, called Rostov Velikiy (Great). It takes 3 hours by train so if you leave early out of Moscow you
will have plenty of time to wander around the amazing Kremlin and its aspen onion domes. After visiting
the Kremlin, you can take a walk to the nearby lake, Nero, and enjoy the tranquility of Russian provincial
life.

Yet another option is to travel to Vladimir and Suzdal', two of very ancient and proud Russian cities. In fact,
were it not for Mongol invasion, The Russian capital today might have been Vladimir which prior to the
invasion was the true center of Russia's political and cultural life.

It takes about 3 hours to reach Vladimir from Moscow, unless you travel on a heavy traffic day - usually in
summer. On those days it can take much longer. There you can see Uspenskiy sobor (Assumption
Cathedral) which was the most important Russian church in the Middle Ages and nearby St. Demetrius
Cathedral. From the city you can hail a taxi to nearby Bogolyubovo which was countryside residence of
Andrey Bogolyubskiy, Vladimir's ruler in the middle of 12th century. It takes about 10 minutes from
Vladimir center to reach Bogolyubovo and can spend about an hour walking around the monastery that
exists on the site of former residence of the prince (knyaz').

Yet another option is Suzdal' which is a little less than an hour's drive from Vladimir, and it is a true gem of
the Golden Ring. This is what you imagine ancient Russia would look like. The city hasn't changed much
since 12-13 century and it retains so much charm in it with its lovely churches and monasteries. In fact, you
can't walk a block without encountering a church or a monastery. You can easily spend the entire day there
but you might squeeze a half a day as well. One interesting thing to do in Suzdal' is to try local drink,
medovukha which is light alcoholic drink derived from honey, and it is sold everywhere in the town.

A better alternative to daytrips would be stay overnight in some of the cities and then continue traveling to
your next Golden ring destination. In Suzdal, you can stay inside one of the convents - the Pokrovsky
Monastery (in Russia, they use the word Monastery for both male and female monasteries/convents) is a
convent that also has a hotel and restaurant on the grounds. See TA reviews and other pages for info. Try
to hire a driver for several days, and that way you are not dependant on the train and bus schedules. It
would really help if you have Russian friends who might find somebody willing to drive you for a
reasonable fee.

All in all, you should really attempt to see at least some of the Golden Ring cities, after all, this is the cradle
of Russian culture and the beginning of its modern history.
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Golden Ring

Sergiyev Posad — Pereslavl-Zalessky — Rostov Veliky — Yaroslavl — Kostroma — Ivanovo — Palekh
— Murom — Vladimir — Suzdal

The Golden Ring is a group of eight Russian towns with a huge number of unique historical and
architectural monuments, with whole complexes of preserved buildings, monasteries and neighborhoods,
folk art centers and museums with extensive exhibitions, together giving an excellent idea of how people
lived in Russia over the last millennium and earlier.

Traditionally, the Golden Ring includes Sergiyev Posad, Pereslavl-Zalessky, Rostov, Yaroslavl, Kostroma,
Ivanovo, Vladimir and Suzdal. In addition, the Golden Ring also includes a number of other settlements in
the Moscow, Vladimir, lvanovo, Kostroma and Yaroslavl regions: Aleksandrov, Bogolyubovo,
Gorokhovets, Gus-Khrustalny, Kalyazin, Kideksha, Murom, Palekh, Ples, Rybinsk, Tutayev, Uglich,
Yuriev-Polsky and Shuya. All of them played an important role in Russian history, and have preserved their
beautiful architecture and rich cultural heritage.

A trip round the Golden Ring is the very best way to get to know Russia and see authentic features of the
legendary Russian heartland.

The picturesque surroundings absolutely lend themselves to fascinating walks. Here you can combine
hiking with biking and horseriding on a simple route. The rivers and lakes have good fishing opportunities.
In the vast forests and meadows there are good opportunities for hunting.

The term "Golden Ring" appeared recently. In 1967, journalist, writer and activist for the conservation of
cultural heritage Yury Bychkov drove his car round the eight ancient cities to the north-east of Moscow that
were most interesting from the point of view of history and architecture, and returned to the capital. He
prepared a series of essays for one of the Soviet newspapers. These essays were published under the
headline "The Golden Ring of Russia." The essays resonated in the public and cultural sphere, and the
Culture Ministry decided to put on bus trips round the route. Soviet citizens and foreign tourists were
offered seven days to see the sights of Moscow, and to spend the following week in eight cities of the
Golden Ring, a day for each. The name stuck so well, and the trip was so interesting and successful that few
people now remember the story of its birth: It seems that this is how this unique tour into Russia’s past has
always been known.

Going round the Golden Ring by car will of course give the greatest degree of freedom, by letting you stay
where it seems interesting and see exactly what you want. Many Muscovites choose separate Golden Ring
cities for weekend outings. This type of trip is probably the most popular and accessible. A couple of days

is perfectly realistic to take your time and see all the major sights of Sergiyev Posad and Pereslavl-Zalessky,
Vladimir and Suzdal, or Yaroslavl and Kostroma.

The only difficulty is in choosing where to go. All these cities can reasonably lay claim to the title of the
pearl of the Golden Ring. Tourism infrastructure is being actively developed everywhere; there are good
hotels and numerous travel agencies offering not just travel on comfortable buses, but also detailed tours
and excursions to visit ancient Russian villages nearby, where the old way of life and farming has been
preserved. On these ecological tours you can stay in a wooden hut that has been standing for over 100 years,
go with a yoke to the well for water, drink tea from a real coal-fired samovar, go fishing or take part in the
haymaking. For many people this is the best way to escape the hectic pace of Moscow life, set aside your
problems and have a good rest.
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It is particularly interesting on folk and religious holidays. You could participate in the festivities and eat
pancakes at the pagan carnival Maslenitsa, which celebrates the end of winter and the start of spring in the
last week before Lent. You could dance in a traditional round and drink beer brewed especially for Aug. 2,
llya's day — the traditional Eastern Slav holiday in honor of the prophet Elijah, who is especially revered in
the region. At the winter solstice you can go from house to house with the mummers, carol singing, giving
gifts or scaring passers-by, while Yuletide (the 12 days of Christmas) is the time to tell fortunes and sing
songs.

Comfortable and convenient fast trains run to most cities in the Golden Ring, and in the warm season you
can get to Rybinsk, Yaroslavl and Kostroma by boat. A sail along the scenic shores of the Moscow and
Volga rivers is in itself a fascinating journey.

Kostroma

M8 =

Yaroslavl 102

Rostov Ivanovo
73
Peryaslavl-
Zalessky Suzda

Sergiyev Bogolubovo
. E Posad . Vladimir

Moscow

Sergiyev Posad

The history of the city began in 1337 with Russia's largest monastery, founded by St. Sergius of Radonezh.
The city's Trinity-Sergius Lavra is a UNESCO world heritage site. Gradually, peasants began to settle near
the monastery, which is how the following villages and settlements began to emerge: Ikonnaya, Povarskaya,
Telezhnaya and Konyushennaya, which glorified the city as a center of crafts. The local craft to gain
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the most popularity was wooden toys, and the town became known as the "capital of fun.” Buying a toy

at the monastery walls is a pious act. After all, St. Sergius of Radonezh himself cut toys from wood

to amuse children. Ivan the Terrible was baptised at the monastery, and during his reign the monastery was
turned into one of the most powerful fortresses on the outskirts of Moscow. It remained a royal fortress
under Peter I: During the Strelets rebellion in Moscow in 1689, Tsar Peter the Great took refuge within its
walls. Sergiyev Posad is called the pearl of the Golden Ring, since it has so many historical monuments
and treasures. The most ancient churches in Sergiev Posad are the Church of the Presentation of the Virgin
Mary and the Church of the martyr Paraskeva Pyatnitsa, located on the southeast side of the Trinity-Sergius

Lavra.

Pereslavl-Zalessky
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This city of churches and monasteries, founded
in 1152 by Prince Yury Dolgoruky, played

an important role in Russian history. It was

the birthplace of the famous commander Grand
Duke Alexander Nevsky, whose statue stands
on the city's Red Square. The town's Nikitsky
monastery became a powerful fortress in the
16th century. On Lake Pleshcheyevo, Peter |
began construction of "amusing" ships, which
became the progenitors of the great Russian
Navy. The first of these, a craft called Fortune,
is on display in the country's oldest provincial
museum "The Little Boat of Peter I," which has
been in existence since 1803



Yaroslavl

An ancient legend says that construction began

on the city's fortress on the site where Yaroslav

the Wise slew a bear. The fortress quickly became
a vibrant city on the crossroads of trade routes,

and later became the capital of the principality

of Yaroslavl. Fate has ordained that we can not
judge its original beauty, since during the Mongol
invasion Yaroslavl was burned to the ground. In the
15th century, the city recovered from the ruinous
war and became part of the Moscow principality,
rebuilt in stone. Of particular interest are the Church
of the Epiphany, Church of St. Nicholas the Wet,
five well-preserved monasteries and the oldest
theater in Russia, built in 1750 and named after
Fyodor Volkov. The historic center of Yaroslavl is
a UNESCO world heritage site. Yaroslavl
celebrated its 1,000-year anniversary in 2010.

Kostroma
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lvanovo

Before the days of the Russian Empire,

the town of lvanovo, which grew up in 1561
on the site of an ancient village, was known as
a center of the textile industry, and the local
products could compete well with those

from Europe. The historic center of lvanovo
has preserved merchant houses from the 19th
and 20th centuries as well as several factory
buildings. One of the symbols of Ivanovo is
the Shchudrovskaya Palatka, an official hut
built in the 17th century. The complex of the
Vvedensky convent from the beginning of the
20th century is also very interesting, and there
are great examples of constructivism from the
1930s: the "boat house" and "horseshoe house."
The picturesque surroundings absolutely lend
themselves to fascinating walks.

Palekh

Of the 6,000 inhabitants of this town, more than 500 are hereditary painters. The village of Palekh has been
famous since the 16th century as a center of Russian icon painting and applied arts — traditions that are
alive and well today. Icons were not only used to decorate temples and houses: People carried tiny images
of the saints with them. You can see the best works of the old masters in Holy Cross Church, which was
built, painted and richly decorated in the center of Palekh in 1762-74, as well as in the Palekh Art Museum.
A wooden house from the 19th century with well-preserved surroundings houses a museum of the famous
Russian artist Pavel Korin.
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Murom

This ancient Russian city on the Oka River is known to all
Russians as the birthplace of the epic warrior llya Muromets.
The Primary Chronicle mentions Murom as a trade and craft
center in 862. In the 10th and 11th centuries it became the
largest city in northeastern Rus. When the khan of Kazan tried
to lay siege to Murom in 1537, the townspeople put up strong
resistance. After the capture of Kazan, the Annunciation
Cathedral was erected here in memory of the glorious victory.
This and some other historical monuments — Kozmodemiansk
Church, the Monastery of the Savior, Savior Transfiguration
Cathedral, Holy Trinity Monastery and the Church of the
Resurrection — have unfortunately not reached us in their
original form, but the beauty of their ancient architecture still
has the power to affect us.

Vladimir

Prince Vladimir Monomakh built a strong
fortress on the steep banks of the River Klyazma
in 1108 and named it after himself. His successor
'Yury Dolgoruky ordered a new princely court to
be erected, with a church in the name of its
patron saint Georgy (1157). Vladimir's churches
are just as beautiful and significant as Moscow's,
if not more so. Many monuments are UNESCO
fworld heritage sites. It is interesting to walk
around Cathedral Square with its Dmitriyevsky
and Assumption Cathedrals, see the Golden
Gates, the Nativity Monastery and neighborhoods
with wooden houses. Vladimir is also widely
known for its souvenirs made from bark, and
jewelry made from stones, enamel and crystal.
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Suzdal

According to one theory held by scholars, the name Suzhdal —

apparently pronounced with the “zh” rather than “z” in ancient — ——
times — comes from the Old Slavic verb “zizhdu,” meaning “I b

build.” The relatively small area of two kilometers by four

kilometers contains more than 300 monuments of architecture &

and history, not only of Russian but of global significance. The
history of Suzdal started with the first fortifications and city
council on the spot where the Suzdal Kremlin now stands.
Suzdal was first mentioned in chronicles in 1024. In the 11th
century it was a large city in the northeast of the powerful
Kievan Rus, which soon became the capital of the Rostov-
Suzdal principality, a major trade and craft center. The
monuments that exist today and attract multitudes of tourists all
appeared in the 16th to 17th centuries. Suzdal’s most beautiful
and ancient church is the Church of the Nativity of the Virgin
(1222-25), while its white-stone monuments are UNESCO world
heritage sites. You can stay in a hotel in the grounds of
Pokrovsky Convent in 18th century log huts. The city has an
icon painting workshop, a shop of souvenirs made of birch bark,
clay and ceramic ornaments, and a manufacturer of the ancient
fermented drink medovukha.

Tour the Golden Ring

Towns of the Golden Ringln addition to Vladimir, the nearby communities of Bogolyubovo and Suzdal
belong to what's called the "Golden Ring" (Zolotoye Koltso). This "golden circle™ of ancient Russian towns
dates back to the 12th through the 17th centuries. These communities are known for their historic,
architectural, and religious significance, and are sometimes referred to as "museums under the sky."

The traditional route (counter clockwise) starts from Moscow, goes through Vladimir, Bogolyubovo,
Suzdal, Kostroma, Yaroslavl, Rostov Velikiy, Pereslavl-Zalesskiy and Sergiev Posad. All of the cities and
towns are located relatively close to each other. Many people tour the Golden Ring by bus, car, or even
bicycle.
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A city of palaces and museums, broad avenues and winding canals, St. Petersburg's short history has
endowed the city with a wealth of architectural and artistic treasures. Alongside world-famous attractions
such as the Hermitage, St. Isaac's Cathedral and the Mariinsky Theatre, the city has scores of lesser known
but equally fascinating sights that reveal both the pomp and extravagance of St. Petersburg's political and
Imperial past, and also the mysterious, tragic genius that has touched so many of the city's great artists and
writers. Still considered Russia's cultural capital, St. Petersburg reflects the country's extraordinary fate like
no other city, and its uniquely rich atmosphere exerts a powerful grip on even the most jaded traveler.

St Petersburg is a relatively young city, by both Russian and European standards, and was only founded in
1703 by Tsar Peter the Great. Despite its short life so far, Petersburg has a rich and exciting history. From

the early days of Peter the Great's "Venice of the North" to the modern events of the 1991 coup d'etat, the

city has always bustled with life and intrigue, revolution and mystery.

Aerial view of St. Petersburg's most famous sights

159



The Winter Palace

St. Petersburg's most famous building, the Winter Palace not only physically dominates Palace Square and
the south embankment of the Neva River, but also plays a central political, symbolic, and cultural role in
the three-century history of the city.

The first Imperial residence on the site of
the Winter Palace was a wooden house in
the Dutch style built in 1708 for Peter the
Great and his family. This was replaced
in 1711 by a stone building, the remains
of which formed the foundations of the
Hermitage Theatre. Parts of this original
palace have now been restored and are
open to the public.

Empress Anna loannovna was the first of Peter's descendants to reconstruct the palace. In 1731, she
commissioned Francesco Bartolomeo Rastrelli, the recently appointed court architect who would go on to
become the recognized master of late baroque in Russia, to create a new, larger palace on the site.
Completed in 1735, the third Winter Palace served for only 17 years before Rastrelli was again asked, this
time by Empress Elizabeth (Elizaveta Petrovna), to expand the building. After two years proposing
different plans to adapt the existing building, Rastrelli eventually decided to completely rebuild the palace,
and his new design was confirmed by the empress in 1754,

Summer Palace of Peter the Great

160



The first palace built in Saint Petersburg is not
really a palace at all. It is simply a regular two-story
stone house in which Peter the Great, the first
Russian Emperor, spent the summer months.
However, this house is the beginning of the glorious
history of Petersburg palaces, which would soon
match and even surpass the grandeur of Versailles,
Buckingham Palace and other great palaces of the
world. Since its construction, the Summer Palace
has hardly been altered, and today it gives its
visitors a rare opportunity to see life as it was 300
years ago.

Before 1703, the estate of the Swedish officer Conan stood here, next to the Neva and Fontanka Rivers.
After the founding of Saint Petersburg, Peter | built a wooden house on the site. In 1710, it was decided that
a stone house would be more fitting for the Russian Tsar than a wooden one. The building was designed by
the Swiss-Italian architect Domenico Trezzini while the sculptural and interior decoration was carried out
by the German architect and sculptor Andreas Schluter, including the attractive red bas reliefs that run
between the windows all around the building. Behind the palace is the Summer Garden, founded in 1704

Ekaterina and their children. Each floor consists of seven rooms. The rooms included: reception; the
assembly (grand hall); a jail where Peter personally prosecuted, locked up, and released prisoners; and the
Russian tsar's favorite room — his workshop. The palace’s interiors are well preserved: carved oak panels in

Sculptural decorationations on the Summer Palace of Peter the Great

Peter’s quarters were on the first floor of the Summer Palace, and the second floor was for his wife
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the lower lobby with images of Minerva; unique Dutch tiles; fireplaces with stucco decorations; and
beautiful lampshades.

The palace was originally
surrounded by water on three sides:
The Neva to the north, the Fontanka
to the east, and the diminutive
Gavanets Creek (now drained) to
the south. Dinghies approaching the
palace on the Neva were anchored
to the facades as if they were tying
up to a ship. Mooring rings are still
visible on the southern and eastern
facades. This water-centric
arrangement allowed the creation of
a running sewer system which was
the latest development in
technology at the time.

After the death of Peter | and Catherine I, the Summer Palace remained untenanted for many years, though
once a Supreme Privy Council meeting was held here. Soon after, the palace was turned into a summer
resort for the Imperial court. In 1826, the architect Carlo Rossi turned it into the Coffee House. Today the
palace has become a branch of the Russian Museum. It showcases the original interiors, many personal
belongings of Peter and Catherine, unique devices of the 18th century, rare paintings, and much more.

Catherine Palace

The Catherine Palace is named after Catherine 1, the wife of Peter the Great, who ruled Russia for two years
after her husband's death. Originally a modest two-storey building commissioned by Peter for Catherine in
1717, the Catherine Palace owes its awesome grandeur to their daughter, Empress Elizabeth, who chose
Tsarskoe Selo as her chief summer residence. Starting in 1743, the building was reconstructed by four
different architects, before Bartholomeo Rastrelli, Chief Architect of the Imperial Court, was instructed to
completely redesign the building on a scale to rival Versailles.

SR

Catherine Palace in Tsarskoye Selo
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Main entrance to Catherine Palace
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Golden Gate of the courtyard of Catherine Palace
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The resultant palace, completed in 1756, is nearly 1km in circumference, with elaborately decorated blue-
and-white facades featuring gilded atlantes, caryatids and pilasters designed by German sculptor Johann
Franz Dunker, who also worked with Rastrelli on the palace’s original interiors. In Elizabeth's reign it took
over 100kg of gold to decorate the palace exteriors, an excess that was deplored by Catherine the Great
when she discovered the state and private funds that had been lavished on the building.

The interiors of the Catherine Palace are no less
spectacular. The so-called Golden Enfilade of state
rooms, designed by Rastrelli, is particularly
renowned and forms the focus of the palace tour.
Guests enter via the State Staircase which, although
it blends effortlessly with the rococo grandeur of
Rastrelli's interiors, in fact dates from the 1860s.
With its ornate banisters and reclining marble
cupids, it gives a taste of what is to come. The
Great Hall, also known as the Hall of Light,
measures nearly 1,000 square meters, and occupies
the full width of the palace so that there are superb
views on either side. The large arched windows
provide enough light to relieve the vast quantity of
gilded stucco decorating the walls, and the entire
ceiling is covered by a monumental fresco entitled
The Triumph of Russia. Using similar techniques
but on a smaller scale, the White Dining Room is
equally luxurious but, like many of the rooms in the
palace, its grandeur is softened by the presence of a
beautiful

Fence of the palace with gilded details in Tsarskoye Selo

Other highlights of the Grand Enfilade include the Portrait Hall, which contains remarkably good portraits
of both Catherine and Elizabeth, the Picture Gallery, in which almost every inch of wall space is covered
with paneling comprising 17" and 18" century canvases and, of course, the legendary Amber Room.

To create this extraordinary chamber, Rastrelli used the panels of amber mosaic originally destined for an
Amber Cabinet at Konigsberg Castle and presented to Peter the Great by Friedrich-Wilhelm | of Prussia,
and surrounded them with gilded carving, mirrors, more amber panels created by Florentine and Russian
craftsman (comprising a total of 450kg of amber), and further mosaics of Ural and Caucasus gemstones.
The room was completed in 1770. Due to the fragility of the materials used, a caretaker was employed
constantly to maintain and repair the decorations, and major restoration was undertaken three times in the
19" century. The room was used to house a substantial collection of amber-work and Chinese porcelain. In
1941, when German troops took Tsarskoe Selo, the Amber Room was dismantled in 36 hours, and shipped
to Konigsberg in a tawdry pretence at historical fidelity. As the Nazi war machine crumbled, the panels
were crated up and moved out of danger, but their eventual fate is unknown.
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In 1982, the order was given to begin the recreation of the Amber Room, a process that took over 20 years
and cost more than $12 million. Opened in 2003 by President VIadimir Putin and Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder, the restored Amber Room is a truly unique monument, and a testament to the painstaking care
of the craftsmen who worked on it.

Grand Hall of Catherine Palace in Tsarskoye Selo Detail of Grand Hall decorations at Catherine Palace
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Green Dining Room at Catherine Palace Interiors of Catherine Palace in Tsarskoye Selo
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Replica of ball gown of Empress Elizabeth Amber Room at Catherine Palace
displayed at the Catherine Palace
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Further on in the Catherine Palace, the most noteworthy interiors are those in the so-called Cameron Rooms,
the suites decorated in the reign of Catherine the Great by her favourite architect, Charles Cameron. His
penchant for classical symmetry and his superb taste for colour are evident in the charming Green Dining
Room, originally fitted for Catherine's son Paul, and the delightful Blue Drawing Room, with its blue-and-
white painted-silk wallpaper and superb painted ceiling. More flamboyant but equally charming, the
Chinese Blue Drawing Room also boasts exquisite painted-silk wallpaper featuring intricate Chinese
landscapes.

Thanks above all to the Amber Room, the Catherine Palace is one of St. Petersburg's most popular visitor
attractions, and queues in the summer months can be daunting. All visitors are obliged to follow a guided
tour, which is in Russian unless otherwise arranged in advance.

Catherine Palace in Tsarskoye Selo (Pushkin), south of St Petersburg

St. Isaac's Cathedral

St. Isaac's Cathedral was originally the city's main church and the largest cathedral in Russia. It was built
between 1818 and 1858, by the French-born architect Auguste Montferrand, to be one of the most
impressive landmarks of the Russian Imperial capital. One hundred and eighty years later the gilded dome
of St. Isaac's still dominates the skyline of St. Petersburg. Although the cathedral is considerably smaller
than the newly rebuilt Church of Christ the Savior in Moscow, it boasts much more impressive fades and
interiors.
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Facade decoration of St. Isaac's Cathedral Northern pediment of the cathedral with the
: sculptural composition Resurrection of Christ
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Western pediment of the cathedral with the sculptural group "Meeting of St. Isaac of Dolmatia with
Emperor Theodosius'
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The cathedral's facades are decorated with sculptures and massive granite columns (made of single pieces
of red granite), while the interior is adorned with incredibly detailed mosaic icons, paintings and columns
made of malachite and lapis lazuli. A large, brightly colored stained glass window of the "Resurrected
Christ" takes pride of place inside the main altar. The church, designed to accommodate 14,000 standing
worshipers, was closed in the early 1930s and reopened as a museum. Today, church services are held here
only on major ecclesiastical occasions.

Facade decoration of St Isaac's Cathedral Bas-relief at the western door of St Isaac's

Splendid interior of St. Isaac's Cathedral The Last Judgement on the ceiling of St. Isaac's
Cathedral
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Foreign visitors should buy entrance tickets just inside the right-hand door in the southern facade (not at the
street-level ticket booth). We also recommend that you climb the 300 steps up to the cathedral's colonnade,
and enjoy the magnificent views over the city.
Kazan Cathedral
Whilst taking a stroll along Nevsky Prospekt you cannot fail to notice the impressive Cathedral of Our
Lady of Kazan. Kazan Cathedral, constructed between 1801 and 1811 by the architect Andrei VVoronikhin,
was built to an enormous scale and boasts an impressive stone colonnade, encircling a small garden and
central fountain. The cathedral was inspired by the Basilica of St. Peter’s in Rome and was intended to be
the country’s main Orthodox Church. After the war of 1812 (during which Napoleon was defeated) the
church became a monument to Russian victory. Captured enemy banners were put in the cathedral and the
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famous Russian Field Marshal Mikhail Kutuzov, who won the most important campaign of 1812, was
buried inside the church.
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Kazan Cathedral (The Cathedral of Our Lady of Kazan)

The cathedral was named after the "miracle-making" icon of Our Lady of Kazan, which the church housed
till the early 1930s. The Bolsheviks closed the cathedral for services in 1929, and from 1932 it housed the
collections of the Museum of the History of Religion and Atheism, which displayed numerous pieces of
religious art and served anti-religious propaganda purposes. A couple of years ago regular services were
resumed in the cathedral, though it still shares the premises with the museum, from whose name the word
"atheism" has now been omitted.

The Church of Our Savior on the Spilled Blood

This marvelous Russian-style church was built on the spot where Emperor Alexander 11 was assassinated in
March 1881. After assuming power in 1855 in the wake of Russia’s disastrous defeat in the Crimean war
against Britain, France and Turkey, Alexander Il initiated a number of reforms. In 1861 he freed the
Russian serfs (peasants, who were almost enslaved to their owners) from their ties to their masters and
undertook a rigorous program of military, judicial and urban reforms, never before attempted in Russia.
However, during the second half of his reign Alexander Il grew wary of the dangers of his system of
reforms, having only barely survived a series of attempts on his life, including an explosion in the Winter
Palace and the derailment of a train. Alexander Il was finally assassinated in 1881 by a group of
revolutionaries, who threw a bomb at his royal carriage.
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The Church of Our Savior on the Spilled Blood

The decision was taken to build a church on the spot where the Emperor was mortally wounded. The
church was built between 1883 and 1907 and was officially called the Resurrection of Christ Church (a.k.a.
The Church of Our Savior on Spilled Blood ). The construction of the church was almost entirely funded by
the Imperial family and thousands of private donators. Both the interior and exterior of the church is
decorated with incredibly detailed mosaics, designed and created by the most prominent Russian artists of
the day (V.M. Vasnetsov, M.V. Nesterov and M.A. Vrubel). Interestingly, despite the church’s very
obviously Russian aspect, its principle architect, A. Parland, was not even Russian by birth.

The church was closed for services in the 1930s, when the Bolsheviks went on an offensive against religion
and destroyed churches all over the country. It remained closed and under restoration for over 30 years and
was finally re-opened in 1997 in all its dazzling former glory. The view of the church from Nevsky
Prospekt is absolutely breathtaking.

NOTE: Translations of the church’s name vary between guidebooks and include The Church of the Savior
on Blood, The Resurrection Church and The Church of the Resurrection of Christ.
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