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Bucharest is the capital municipality, cultural, industrial, and financial centre of Romania. It is the largest
city in Romania, located in the southeast of the country.

Bucharest was first mentioned in documents in 1459. It became the capital of Romania in 1862 and is the
centre of Romanian media, culture and art. Its architecture is a mix of historical (neo-classical), interbellum
(Bauhaus and Art Deco), Communist-era and modern. In the period between the two World Wars, the city's
elegant architecture and the sophistication of its elite earned Bucharest the nickname of “Little Paris"
(Micul Paris). Although buildings and districts in the historic city centre were heavily damaged or
destroyed by war, earthquakes, and above all Nicolae Ceausescu's program of systematization, many
survived. In recent years, the city has been experiencing an economic and cultural boom.

According to 2011 census, 1,883,425 inhabitants live within the city limits, a decrease from the figure
recorded at the 2002 census. The urban area extends beyond the limits of Bucharest proper and has a
population of about 1.9 million people. Adding the satellite towns around the urban area, the proposed
metropolitan area of Bucharest would have a population of 2.27 million people. According to Eurostat,
Bucharest has a Larger Urban Zone of 2,151,880 residents. According to unofficial data, the population is
more than 3 million. Bucharest is the 6th largest city in the European Union by population within city limits,
after London, Berlin, Madrid, Rome, and Paris.

Economically, Bucharest is the most prosperous city in Romania and is one of the main industrial centres
and transportation hubs of Eastern Europe. The city has big convention facilities, educational institutes,
cultural venues, traditional "shopping arcades" and recreational areas.

The city proper is administratively known as "The Municipality of Bucharest" (Municipiul Bucuresti), and
has the same administrative level as that of a national county, being further subdivided into six sectors.
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The Palace of Parliament (Romanian: Palatul Parlamentului) in Bucharest, Romania is a multi-purpose
building containing both chambers of the Romanian Parliament. According to the World Records Academy,
the Palace is the world's largest civilian building with an administrative function, most expensive
administrative building and heaviest building.

The Palace was designed by architect Anca Petrescu and nearly completed by the Ceausescu regime as the
seat of political and administrative power. Nicolae Ceausescu named it the People's House (Casa
Poporului), also known in English as the Palace of the People.
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The Village Museum (Muzeul Satului in Romanian) is an open-air ethnographic museum located in the
Herastrau Park (Bucharest, Romania), showcasing traditional Romanian village life. The museum extends
to over 100,000 m2, and contains 272 authentic peasant farms and houses from all over Romania.

It was created in 1936 by Dimitrie Gusti, Victor lon Popa, and Henri H. Stahl. The National Village
Museum of Bucharest is unanimously deemed by foreign tourists a sight not to be missed out, being rated
one of the best and most complete museums in the country. Enjoying a virtually central location in
Bucharest, the museum stands out in sharp relief as an oasis of tranquility, a dreamlike set seemingly
clipped from a time immemorial rural legend.

This outdoor museum fills a surface of some 10 hectares, a park populated with examples of Romanian
rural architecture. The park aims to provide a comprehensive picture of the architectural styles used in
building the traditional rural homes throughout Romania, in sundry regions of the country (Moldavia,
Oltenia, Transylvania, Banat, and Dobrogea, for instance). The houses aside, the patrimony of the museum
is complemented by churches, outhouses and mills, such as to offer visitors a thorough picture of the
Romanian traditional village life. The structures (depending on their type) are furnished with authentic
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items (old furniture, tapestries, tools and the like), such as to render as closely as possible the atmosphere of
the rural life.

However, in order to keep true to this purpose, the structures were made of materials ascertained as
traditional materials used in erecting the buildings by the peasants themselves in the course of history (clay,
wood, thatch, and, less frequently, stone). The perishable nature of these materials is an inexhaustible
source of challenge for the museum, which is faced with the situation of preserving the structures as such,
without tampering with the genuineness of the peasant set by altering the raw material of which the exhibits
were made.

On top of its unchallenged inner value, the museum is located just nearby the Herastrau Park, one of the
most beautifully landscaped public parks of Bucharest. The souvenir shop within the precincts of the
museum, though deemed less valuable than its counterpart at the Museum of the Romanian Peasant, is, it
too, well worth a visit.

As an interesting historical reference, the museum was, chronologically speaking, the third outdoor
museum ever founded in Europe.
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Brancovenesc style

The Bréancovenesc style, also known as Wallachian Renaissance and Romanian Renaissance, is an art and
architectural style that evolved during the administration of Prince Constantin Brancoveanu in the late 17th
and early 18th centuries. Brancoveanu was an administrator of the Principality of Wallachia (c. 1400 - 1829)
under Ottoman Empire overlords, an extremely wealthy aristocrat, and a builder of fine palaces and
churches.

Description

The design style developed in Wallachia, in present day southern Romania. Brancovenesc style is synthesis
between the Byzantine, Ottoman, late Renaissance, and Baroque architecture. It was also a unique hybrid of
Romanian Orthodox Christian ediface styles working with the dominant Islamic architecture of the
Ottoman Empire, of which the Principality of Wallachia was then, as a vassal state, an integral part.

Neo-Brancovenesc

The Brancovenesc style inspired architect lon Mincu and others to initiate the Neo-Brancovenesc/Neo-
Romanian architectural style in the latter 19th century.

Examples of buildings in the Brancovenesc style include:

Arnota Monastery In Bucharest examples include:
Brancoveanu Monastery Cotroceni Palace

Cozia Monastery Kretzulescu Church

Govora Monastery Mogosoaia Palace

Horezu Monastery St. George the New Church
Vacaresti Monastery — demolished, frescos salvaged. Stavropoleos Monastery

Potlogi Palace
Surpatele Monastery
Sinaia Monastery

The Horezu Monastery or Hurezi Monastery was founded in 1690 by Prince Constantin Brancoveanu in the
town of Horezu, Wallachia, Romania. It is considered to be a masterpiece of "Brancovenesc style”, known
for its architectural purity and balance, the richness of its sculpted detail, its treatment of religious
compositions, its votive portraits, and its painted decorative works.

“ The Brancovenesc style, which can be found at several other churches and monasteries in Wallachia, is
the only true and original Romanian style and is called "Brancoveanu art" by the name of the ruler who, in
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a period of constant battles between the world powers of that time, put cultural development of the country
above everything and made it the goal of his life. ”

The monastery has been inscribed by UNESCO on its list of World Heritage Sites.

Horezu Monastery—A Great Example
of the Bréncovenesc Style
of Architecture

The entrance to Horezu Monastery.From
Hunedoara and Corvin Castle we drove
southeast to Horezu (via Téargu Jiu and an
incredibly narrow mountain river gorge).
Horezu, in the region of Wallachia,
Romania is home to Horezu Monastery, a
UNESCO World Heritage Site. The
monastery is located just a few kilometers
outside the village of Horezu—known for
its brown pottery.
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Horezu Monastery is about 136 miles northwest
Cugir lecur of Bucharest. The monastery was founded in

Romania

1690, during the reign of Constantin Brancoveanu

‘ PO (1654-1714). Brancoveanu brought about a
el Horezu ; oo "3’3:3“ cultural renaissance to Wallachia. He met an
ix Monastery """ T 6 Unfortunate end to his life by being arrested,
' Campulung Campina BL%HU B tortured and executed in Constantinople
8 ! (Istanbul) in 1714, along with his four sons. He
gu Jiu Miovenic 1drgoviste and his sons were declared saints and martyrs of
Pitost Plolesti _oiorani the Romanian Orthodox Church in 1992. His
-Tumu €81 BUChareff"_ g work at Horezu gave him immortality by
Slating Buc t 9 becoming the center and most famous example of
Cracl)ova E8 an architectural style he established, now known

Calaras as Brancovenesc, which combines Western

Cefate 1 (Venetian) and Oriental (Ottoman) influences.
Alexandna /-/S\STY&\/\

In the 17" and 18"centuries, the Horezu monastery was a prestigious fresco-painting school. In the Great
Church one can see why. This Church, dedicated to the Roman Emperor Constantine and his mother,
Helena, contains outstanding frescoes which are original from 1694, although they were blackened by the
smoke of fires of Turkish slaves who camped here (and thankfully now restored). I loved the frescoes in the
main chapel and also in the refectory. There is no entry fee to the monastery. In the summer, the monastery
opens 20 rooms for guests, so if you’ve ever wanted to live the life of monk, this is your chance. Keep in
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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/23/M%C3%A2n%C4%83stirea_Hurezi_(46).jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3d/M%C3%A2n%C4%83stirea_Hurezi_(30).jpg
http://theindependenttourist.net/2012/08/20/horezu-monastery-a-great-example-of-the-brancovenesc-style-of-architecture/horezu-map-2/

mind no food is served, so bring your own or be prepared to go back into town. A building with interesting
construction techniques just outside the monastery—note the walls.

the:)depende mnst net

theiﬁdependenttourist.net theindependenttouriét.net
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http://theindependenttourist.net/2012/08/20/horezu-monastery-a-great-example-of-the-brancovenesc-style-of-architecture/horezu-monastery-4/
http://theindependenttourist.net/2012/08/20/horezu-monastery-a-great-example-of-the-brancovenesc-style-of-architecture/horezu-monastery-8/
http://theindependenttourist.net/2012/08/20/horezu-monastery-a-great-example-of-the-brancovenesc-style-of-architecture/horezu_romania-8/
http://pbt1920.files.wordpress.com/2012/08/horezu-monastery-7.jpg
http://theindependenttourist.net/2012/08/20/horezu-monastery-a-great-example-of-the-brancovenesc-style-of-architecture/horezu_romania-6/
http://theindependenttourist.net/2012/08/20/horezu-monastery-a-great-example-of-the-brancovenesc-style-of-architecture/horezu-monastery-2/
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Bran Castle

Bran Castle (Romanian: Castelul Bran;  The castle is now a museum open to tourists, displaying art and

German: Térzburg; Hungarian: furniture collected by Queen Marie. Tourists can see the interior
Toresvar), situated near Bran and in the  individually or by a guided tour. At the bottom of the hill is a
immediate vicinity of Brasov, is a small open air museum park exhibiting traditional Romanian
national monument and landmark in peasant structures (cottages, barns, etc.) from across the country.

Romania. The fortress is situated on the
border between Transylvania and
Wallachia, on DN73. Commonly
known as "Dracula's Castle" (although
it is one among several locations linked
to the Dracula legend, including Poenari
Castle and Hunyad Castle), it is
marketed as the home of the titular
character in Bram Stoker's Dracula.
There is, however, no evidence that
Stoker knew anything about this castle,
which has only tangential associations
with Vlad 11, voivode of Wallachia, the
putative inspiration for Dracula. As
discovered by the Dutch author Hans
Corneel de Roos, the location Bram
Stoker actually had in mind for Castle
Dracula while writing his novel was an
empty mountain top, Mount Izvorul
Calimanului, 2,033 m high, located in
the Transylvanian Kelemen Alps near
the former border with Moldavia.

History

In 1212, Teutonic Knights built the wooden castle of Dietrichstein as a fortified position in the Burzenland
at the entrance to a mountain valley through which traders had travelled for more than a millennium, but in
1242 it was destroyed by the Mongols. The first documented mentioning of Bran Castle is the act issued by
Louis I of Hungary on November 19, 1377, giving the Saxons of Kronstadt (Brasov) the privilege to build
the stone citadel on their own expense and labor force; the settlement of Bran began to develop nearby. In
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http://pic.xooob.com/20090523/1244089885312.jpg

1438-1442, the castle was used in defense against the Ottoman Empire, and later became a customs post on
the mountain pass between Transylvania and Wallachia. It is believed the castle was briefly held by Mircea
the Elder of Wallachia during whose period the customs point was established. The Wallachian ruler Vlad
Tepes (Vlad the Impaler) 1448-1476 does not seem to have had a significant role in the history of the
fortress, although he passed several times through the Bran Gorge. Bran Castle belonged to the Hungarian
Kings but due to King Vladislas II’s failure to repay loans, the city of Brasov gained possession of the
fortress in 1533. Bran played a militarily strategic role up to the mid-18th century.

In 1920, the castle became a royal residence within the Kingdom of Romania. It became the favorite home
and retreat of Queen Marie. The castle was inherited by her daughter Princess lleana and was later seized
by the communist regime with the expulsion of the royal family in 1948.

In 2005, the Romanian government passed a special law allowing restitution claims on properties illegally
expropriated, such as Bran, and thus a year later the castle was awarded ownership to Dominic von
Habsburg, the son and heir of Princess lleana.

In September 2007, an investigation committee of the Romanian Parliament stated that the retrocession of
the castle to Archduke Dominic was illegal, as it broke the Romanian law on property and succession.[4]
However, in October 2007 the Constitutional Court of Romania rejected the parliament's petition on the
matter. In addition, an investigation commission of the Romanian government issued a decision in
December 2007 reaffirming the validity and legality of the restitution procedures used and confirming that
the restitution was made in full compliance with the law.

On May 18, 2009, the Bran Castle administration was transferred from the government to the
administration of Archduke Dominic and his sisters Maria-Magdalena Holzhausen and Elisabet Sandhofer.
On June 1, the Habsburgs opened the refurbished castle to the public as the first private museum of the
country and disclosed with Bran Village a joint strategic concept to maintain their domination in the
Romanian tourist circuit and to safeguard the economic base in the region.
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http://album.blog.yam.com/show.php?a=sunnyhsiao&f=9513167&i=22712119
http://album.blog.yam.com/show.php?a=sunnyhsiao&f=9513167&i=22712120
http://album.blog.yam.com/show.php?a=sunnyhsiao&f=9513167&i=22712121
http://album.blog.yam.com/show.php?a=sunnyhsiao&f=9513167&i=22712127
http://album.blog.yam.com/show.php?a=sunnyhsiao&f=9513167&i=22712139
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http://album.blog.yam.com/show.php?a=sunnyhsiao&f=9513167&i=22712159
http://album.blog.yam.com/show.php?a=sunnyhsiao&f=9513167&i=22712184
http://album.blog.yam.com/show.php?a=sunnyhsiao&f=9513167&i=22712483
http://album.blog.yam.com/show.php?a=sunnyhsiao&f=9513167&i=22712484
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http://album.blog.yam.com/show.php?a=sunnyhsiao&f=9513167&i=22712252
http://album.blog.yam.com/show.php?a=sunnyhsiao&f=9513167&i=22712204
http://album.blog.yam.com/show.php?a=sunnyhsiao&f=9513167&i=22712258
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http://album.blog.yam.com/show.php?a=sunnyhsiao&f=9513167&i=22712419
http://album.blog.yam.com/show.php?a=sunnyhsiao&f=9513167&i=22712411
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http://album.blog.yam.com/show.php?a=sunnyhsiao&f=9513167&i=22712418
http://album.blog.yam.com/show.php?a=sunnyhsiao&f=9513167&i=22712408
http://album.blog.yam.com/show.php?a=sunnyhsiao&f=9513167&i=22712305
http://album.blog.yam.com/show.php?a=sunnyhsiao&f=9513167&i=22712322
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http://album.blog.yam.com/show.php?a=sunnyhsiao&f=9513167&i=22712262
http://album.blog.yam.com/show.php?a=sunnyhsiao&f=9513167&i=22712407
http://album.blog.yam.com/show.php?a=sunnyhsiao&f=9513167&i=22712416
http://album.blog.yam.com/show.php?a=sunnyhsiao&f=9513167&i=22712429
http://album.blog.yam.com/show.php?a=sunnyhsiao&f=9513167&i=22712430
http://album.blog.yam.com/show.php?a=sunnyhsiao&f=9513167&i=22712454
http://album.blog.yam.com/show.php?a=sunnyhsiao&f=9513167&i=22712457
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http://album.blog.yam.com/show.php?a=sunnyhsiao&f=9513167&i=22712298
http://album.blog.yam.com/show.php?a=sunnyhsiao&f=9513167&i=22712467
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Brasov is a city in Romania and the administrative centre of Bragov County.According to the last

Romanian census, from 2011, there were 253,200 people living within the city of Brasov, making it the 7th
most populous city in Romania, and the metropolitan area is home to 369,896 residents.

Brasov is located in the central part of the country, about 166 kilometres (103 miles) north of Bucharest and
380 km (236 mi) from the Black Sea. It is surrounded by the Southern Carpathians and is part of the
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Transylvania region.The city is notable for being the birthplace of the national anthem of Romania and for
hosting the Golden Stag International Music Festival.

The oldest traces of human activity and settlements in Bragov date back to the Neolithic age (about 9500
BCE). Archaeologists working from the last half of the 19th century discovered continuous traces of human
settlements in areas situated in Bragov: Valea Cetatii, Pietrele lui Solomon, Sprenghi, Tampa, Dealul
Melcilor, and Noua. The first three locations show traces of Dacian citadels; Sprenghi Hill housed a
Roman-style construction. The last two locations had their names applied to Bronze Age cultures—
Schneckenberg ‘Hill of the Snails’ (Early Bronze Age) and Noua 'The New’ (Late Bronze Age).

German colonists known as the Transylvanian Saxons played a decisive role in Brasov's development.
These Germans were invited by Hungarian kings to develop towns, build mines, and cultivate the land of
Transylvania at different stages between 1141 and 1300. The settlers came primarily from the Rhineland,
Flanders, and the Moselle region, with others from Thuringia, Bavaria, Wallonia, and even France.

In 1211, by order of King Andrew Il of Hungary, the Teutonic Knights fortified the Burzenland to defend
the border of the Kingdom of Hungary. On the site of the village of Brasov, the Teutonic Knights built
Kronstadt — the city of the crown. Although the crusaders were evicted by 1225, the colonists they brought
in remained, along with local population, as did three distinct settlements they founded on the site of
Brasov:

Corona, around the Black Church (Biserica Neagra);
Martinsberg, west of Cetatuia Hill;
Bartholoma, on the eastern side of Sprenghi Hill.

Illustration of the walled city prior to the 1689 fireGermans living in Bragov were mainly involved in trade
and crafts. The location of the city at the intersection of trade routes linking the Ottoman Empire and
Western Europe, together with certain tax exemptions, allowed Saxon merchants to obtain considerable
wealth and exert a strong political influence. They contributed a great deal to the architectural flavor of the
city. Fortifications around the city were erected and continually expanded, with several towers maintained
by different craftsmen’s guilds, according to medieval custom. Part of the fortification ensemble was
recently restored using UNESCO funds, and other projects are ongoing. At least two entrances to the city,
Poarta Ecaterinei (or Katharinentor) and Poarta Schei (or Waisenhausgéssertor), are still in existence. The
city center is marked by the mayor's former office building (Casa Sfatului) and the surrounding square
(piata), which includes one of the oldest buildings in Brasov, the Hirscher Haus. Nearby is the "Black
Church" (Biserica Neagra), which some claim to be the largest Gothic style church in Southeastern Europe.

The cultural and religious importance of the Romanian church and school in Schei is underlined by the
generous donations received from more than thirty hospodars of Moldavia and Wallachia, as well as that
from Elizabeth of Russia. In the 17th and 19th centuries, the Romanians in Schei campaigned for national,
political, and cultural rights, and were supported in their efforts by Romanians from all other provinces, as
well as by the local Greek merchant community. In 1838 they established the first Romanian language
newspaper Gazeta Transilvaniei and the first Romanian institutions of higher education (Scolile Centrale
Greco-Ortodoxe - "The Greek-Orthodox Central Schools", today named after Andrei Saguna). The Holy
Roman Emperor and sovereign of Transylvania Joseph Il awarded Romanians citizenship rights for a brief
period during the latter decades of the 18th century.

In 1850 the town had 21,782 inhabitants: 8,874 (40.7%) Germans, 8,727 (40%) Romanians, 2,939 (13.4%)
Hungarians.[9] In 1910 the town had 41,056 inhabitants: 10,841 (26.4%) Germans, 11,786 (28.7%)

48



Romanians, 17,831 (43.4%) Hungarians. [9] In World War I, the town was occupied by Romanian troops
between 16 August and 4 October in 1916 during Battle of Transylvania.

The central area, with the Black Church in the lower-left, looking north towards the fortress on Straja hill,
in 1906In 1918, after the Proclamation of union of Alba lulia (adopted by the Deputies of the Romanians
from Transylvania), Deputies of the Saxons from Transylavania supported it, with their vote to be part of
Romania, and declared their allegiance to the new Romanian state. The inter-war period was a time of
flourishing economic and cultural life in general, which included the Saxons in Brasov as well. However, at
the end of World War Il many ethnic Germans were forcibly deported to the Soviet Union, and many more
emigrated to West Germany after Romania became a communist country.

Jews have lived in Brasov since 1807, when Aron Ben Jehuda was given permission to live in the city, a
privilege until then granted only to Saxons. The Jewish community of Brasov was officially founded 19
years later, followed by the first Jewish school in 1864, and the building of the synagogue in 1901. The
Jewish population of Brasov was 67 in 1850, but it expanded rapidly to 1,280 people in 1910 and 4,000 by
1940. Today the community has about 230 members, after many families left for Israel between World War
Il and 1989.

Like many other cities in Transylvania, Brasov is also home to a significant ethnic Hungarian minority.

During the communist period, industrial development was vastly accelerated. Under Nicolae Ceausescu's
rule, the city was the site of the 1987 Brasov strike. This was repressed by the authorities and resulted in
numerous workers being imprisoned.
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gk BRASOV HYEEZE (Biserica Neagri » Black Church)
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/franceschiu/9172814762/
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/franceschiu/9170591405/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/franceschiu/9170594211/
http://album.blog.yam.com/show.php?a=sunnyhsiao&f=9495774&i=22825469
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http://album.blog.yam.com/show.php?a=sunnyhsiao&f=9513167&i=22712571
http://album.blog.yam.com/show.php?a=sunnyhsiao&f=9513167&i=22712589
http://album.blog.yam.com/show.php?a=sunnyhsiao&f=9513167&i=22712584
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http://album.blog.yam.com/show.php?a=sunnyhsiao&f=9513167&i=22712638
http://album.blog.yam.com/show.php?a=sunnyhsiao&f=9600597&i=23049496
http://album.blog.yam.com/show.php?a=sunnyhsiao&f=9600597&i=23049498
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http://album.blog.yam.com/show.php?a=sunnyhsiao&f=9600597&i=23049502
http://album.blog.yam.com/show.php?a=sunnyhsiao&f=9600597&i=23049510
http://album.blog.yam.com/show.php?a=sunnyhsiao&f=9513167&i=22712686
http://album.blog.yam.com/show.php?a=sunnyhsiao&f=9513167&i=22712699
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Brasov, a city in Transylvania, is one of Romania’s can’t miss cities. It is centrally located within the
country and is surrounded by the Carpathian Mountains, which contribute to its atmosphere of timelessness.
The Germans who settled the city as early as the 13th century brought with them handicrafts skills and an
enthusiasm for trade, both which enabled them to accrue wealth in Brasov, situated conveniently along a
trade route. Like other trade cities in East and East Central Europe, Brasov’s attractiveness is due, in part,
to these early traders who elevated Brasov’s status from settlement to city. Some of their efforts to improve
the city’s defensive structures remain as a part of the urban landscape and contribute to its variety of
architectural styles from several historic periods. Because of this wealth, Brasov was known as the Crown
City (Kronstadt in German or Corona in Latin). Today, Brasov continues to wear its crown as one of
Romania’s most attractive travel destinations. Brasov is associated with the real Dracula legend through
Bran Castle, known by some as Dracula’s Castle.
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Castles and Fortifications

Bran Castle: Bran Castle isn’t actually in the city of Brasov. Rather, it’s located nearby in the city of Bran.
However, as one of Romania’s best-loved castles and one of the main reasons visitors come to Brasov in
the first place, Bran Castle is worth mentioning as an important sigh for travelers.

Catherine’s Gate and Schei Gate: These gates are located beside each other. Catherine’s Gate is the older
gate by far and contains a museum. The Schei Gate dates from the 19th century and was constructed in
order to facilitate large amounts of traffic accessing Brasov at that time.

Brasov Fortress: This fortress-turned-restaurant was a part of Brasov’s outer system of defensive structures
and dates from the 16th century.

Graft Bastion: Four newly renovated levels of the Graft Bastion welcome visitors with exhibits of medieval
artifacts.

White Tower and Black Tower: Both towers afford splendid views of the surrounding area to visitors who
work for the pleasure. The White Tower requires 200 steps to reach the top, while the roof of the Black
Tower, which is also a museum, is achieved by scaling a series of ladders.

Churches, Cathedrals, and Monasteries

The Black Church: The hulking Black Church was built by Germans who settled in the region and is now a
Lutheran church. It is famous for being Romania’s largest Gothic church, and its presence dominates
Brasov’s old town.

St. Bartholomew Church: St. Bartholomew, from the 13th century, is Brasov’s oldest church.
St. Nicholas Church: This church is a Romanian Orthodox church decorated in Baroque style.

Franciscan Monastery: The point of pride for this monastery is its 18th-century organ.
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Sinaia is a town and a mountain resort in Prahova County, Romania. The town was named after Sinaia
Monastery, around which it was built; the monastery in turn is named after the Biblical Mount Sinai. King
Carol I of Romania built his summer home, Peles Castle, near the town.

Sinaia is about 60 kilometres (37 miles) northwest of Ploiesti and 50 kilometres (31 miles) south of Brasov,
in a mountainous area on the Prahova River valley, just east of the Bucegi Mountains. The altitude varies
from 767 to 860 metres (2,516 to 2,822 feet) above sea level.

The city is a popular destination for hiking and winter sports, especially downhill skiing. Among the tourist
landmarks, the most important are Peles Castle, Pelisor Castle, Sinaia Monastery, Sinaia Casino, Sinaia
train station, and the Franz Joseph and Saint Anne Cliffs. Sinaia was also the summer residence of the
Romanian composer George Enescu, who stayed at the Luminis villa.
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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/24/Peles_inner_court.jpg
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The castle in Peles Valley, the summer residence of Romanian royalty, was built during the rule of Carol |
(1866-1914) and today it is an important national monument of X1X century Europe. Several other
buildings,annexed to the castle, were built simultaneously: Pelidor Castle, The Guard's Chambers, The
Economat, The Foisor Hunting House, The Stables, the Electrical Power Plant and the "Sipot™ Villa. Until
the completion of Peles Castle(1883), the royal couple lived in the hunting house. Due to the electrical
plant in the Peles Valley, Peles Castle was the first European castle entirely lit by electrical current.

During the 1990s a new floor was attached, ant the main tower was also raised. The castle cowers an area
of 3200 sgm, has got 160 rooms and 30 bathrooms. The castle shelters one of the valuable painting
collections in Europe, and a XIV-XVII century weapon collection, 400 pieces. The castle is a true wonder,
due to the sculpted wood and the stained glass windows. 35% of the castle can be visited today. The
Reception Room was built in 1991 by architect Karel Liman, he redesigned the interior yard into a a true
wonder, due to the richness of the sculpted wood and the stained glass windows. The armory rooms were
built between 1903-1906, while the Council Room was ready in 1914.

The Florentine Room was designed in the Italian Renaissance style. The room of the theatre bulit in the
sytle of Louis X1V accomodates 60 places. The emperor's residence was built in 1603 in the style of Maria
Tereza on the occasion of Franz Josif's visit. After the forced abdication of the king in 1947 the castle was
opened for tourism. During the last years of the communist regime the entire area was closed to tourists.
Today except the hunting house, which remained a presidential residence, the Peles complex was re-
integrated into the tourism circuit. Hotels were established to the Economat Building and the Guard's
Chambers Building, while in the rest of the complex villas dominate.
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The Sinaia Monastery, located in Sinaia, in Prahova County, Romania, was founded by Prince Mihail
Cantacuzino in 1695 and named after the great Saint Catherine's Monastery on Mount Sinai in Egypt. As of
2005, it is inhabited by 13 Christian Orthodox monks led by hegumen Macarie Bogus. It is part of the
Bucharest archdiocese.

Prince (Spatarul) Mihail Cantacuzino founded the monastery upon his return from a pilgrimage to Mount
Sinai. The first buildings were completed between 1690 to 1695. It was designed to serve as a monastery as
well as a fortified stronghold on the route from Brasov to Bucharest.

The initial plan was for the monastery to hold 12 monks, to imitate the Twelve Apostles, but in time the
number of monks grew. In the midst of the Russo—Turkish War, 1735-1739, before deserting the
monastery, monks hid the valuables by burying them inside a bell. During a battle, the Turks defeated
troops stationed within the walls of the monastery. The Ottomans burned the area and broke through the
wall in two places.
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Until 1850, Sinaia consisted of little more than the monastery and a group of huts. In 1864, however, the
monastic estate was assigned to the Board of Civil Hospitals (Eforia Spitalelor Civile), which opened a
hospital and several baths, and helped develop mineral springs in Sinaia.

In 1948, the monastery was put under the patronage of the Archdiocese of Bucharest from the Board of
Civil Hospitals. The Romanian Patriarch, Justinian Marina, restored the buildings between the years 1951
and 1957 with money from the Archdiocese. During this period, the whole monastery was fitted with
running water, electricity, and natural gas. Thanks to the efforts of King Carol I, the Great Church of the
monastery has become the first church to use electric lights in Romania.

The Old Church

The OIld Church was built in 1695. In 20086, it was closed to begin a restoration project to return it to its

former beauty. The original interior painting was completed by Parvu Mutu and were restored for the first
time in 1795.

Old Church Iconostasis — Sinaia Monastery. A scene from the Old Church — Sinaia Monastery.
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The Great Church

Under the leadership of Hegumens loasaf and Paisie, construction of The Great Church began in 1842
using funds allocated by the monastery and was completed in 1846. This smaller structure was enlarged by
the Board of Civil Hospitals during a period from 1897 to 1903. These efforts gave the building the
appearance it has today.
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The bell tower

The Bell Tower as seen from within the wallsDuring
the leadership of Hegumen Nifon Popescu (1888-
1909), a large bell tower was added to the
monastery walls. It was completed in 1892. The
1,700-kilogram (3,700 Ib) bell was brought from the
Coltea Tower in Bucharest.

The museum

In 1895 the museum of the monastery was opened, the first exhibition of religious objects in Romania. It
holds collections of icons and crosses from the 17th century, the very first Bible in Romanian (Bucharest,
1688), and many other precious objects. The museum is open every day but Mondays, from April to
October 10:00-16:00 and during winter time only for groups over 20. Fee: 5 lei (2 lei for students).
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Harman (German: Honigberg; Hungarian: Szaszhermany) is a commune in Brasov County, Romania. It is
composed of two villages, Harman and Podu Oltului. The commune is located some 10 km east of Brasov,
in the Burzenland region of southeastern Transylvania. Harman was established and long inhabited mainly
by Transylvanian Saxons.At the 2011 census, 90.6% of inhabitants were Romanians, 4.7% Roma, 2.3%
Hungarians and 1.2% Germans.

% HERE (A& ZE Prejmer Fortified Church
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Prejmer is a commune in Brasov County, Romania. It is composed of three villages: Lunca Célnicului,
Prejmer and Stupinii Prejmerului. Located 18 km northeast of Brasov, the Olt River passes through the
commune. At the 2011 census, 90.7% of inhabitants were Romanians, 6.3% Roma, 1.9% Hungarians and
0.8% Germans.

The Teutonic Knights constructed the fortress Tartlau in 1212-1213 as part of their colonization of the
Burzenland region. The town of Prejmer near the castle had begun development by 1225, and was the
eastern-most settlement of the Transylvanian Saxons. Prejmer was repeatedly invaded throughout the
Middle Ages by various groups, including the Mongols, Tatars, Hungarians, Ottoman Turks, Cossacks, and

77


http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/98/HonigbergKirchenburg1.jpg

Moldavians. However, the castle was only captured once, by Gabriel Bathory in 1611. Most of Prejmer's

German population fled the commune during World War 1.
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Prejmer is noted for its fortified church, one of
the best preserved of its kind in Eastern
Europe. Between 1962-1970, the Romanian
government carefully restored it to its present
condition; the restoration work was done under
the direction of architect Mariana Angelescu
and engineer Alexandru Dobriceanu. The
church is modeled after churches of Jerusalem,
as well as built in the style of Late Gothic
churches from the Rhineland. In the 15th
century, it was surrounded by a wall 12m high,
forming a quadrilateral with rounded corners.
The wall was reinforced by four horseshoe-
shaped towers, two of which have since
disappeared. The entrance—a vaulted
gallery—is protected by a barbican and flanked
by a lateral wall. The defensive structure is
strengthened by embrasures and bartizans,
while the covered way is surrounded by a
parapet. The granaries and rooms that
accommodated the villagers are arranged on
four levels above the cellars.
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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c6/Kirchenburg_Tartlau1992_01.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/13/Kirchenburg_tartlau_20060509.jpg

P R A8 ErE Rasnov Fortified Church

Ragnov (Romanian pronunciation: [ 'rifnov]; German: Rosenau; Hungarian: Barcarozsnyo; Transylvanian
Saxon dialect: Rusna Latin: Rosnovia) is a town in Brasov County, Romania with a population of under

16,000.

gl

It is located at about 15 km from the city of Brasov and about the same distance from Bran, on the road that
links Wallachia and Transylvania.
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It is possible this name is derived from
Slavic "zrtnovy", meaning (village or
valley) "of the mill". In 14th century,
German documents used the name
Rasnov, but the modern German name,
Rosenau, is based on a popular
etymology, being influenced by the

German word "Rose".

In Résnov a citadel was built around
the year 1215 by the Teutonic Knights
and it was mentioned for the first time
in 1331. The citadel was conquered
only once in its history, around the
year 1600 by Gabriel Bathory.


http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/92/Eglise_fortifiee_Prejmer_cour.jpg

In 1856, the Roman fort of Cumidava was discovered near the town.
In 2002, the Rasnov Citadel and surroundings were used during the shooting of several scenes from the
American film Cold Mountain
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Villages with Fortified Churches in Transylvania http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/596/

RiBAIPY EL/E iE A PR Y R R R TR P U7 R BTG PLa R A B S B R

These Transylvanian villages with their fortified churches provide a vivid picture of the cultural landscape
of southern Transylvania. The seven villages inscribed, founded by the Transylvanian Saxons, are
characterized by a specific land-use system, settlement pattern and organization of the family farmstead
that have been preserved since the late Middle Ages. They are dominated by their fortified churches, which
illustrate building styles from the 13th to the 16th century.

The Transylvanian villages with fortified churches provide a vivid picture of the cultural landscape of
southern Transylvania. They are characterized by the specific land-use system, settlement pattern, and
organization of the family farmstead units preserved since the late Middle Ages, dominated by their
fortified churches, which illustrate building periods from the 13th to 16th centuries.

In the 13th century the kings of Hungary encouraged the colonization of the sub-Carpathian region of
Transylvania (Erdely) by a German-speaking population of artisans, farmers and merchants, mainly from
the Rhineland. Known as the Transylvanian Saxons, they enjoyed special privileges granted by the
Hungarian Crown, especially in the period preceding the creation of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. Despite
living in a country where the majority of the population was ethnic Hungarians or Romanians, the
Transylvanian Saxons were able to preserve their language and their customs intact throughout the
centuries. Their ethnic solidarity is vividly illustrated by their settlements, which remained resistant to
external influences
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Their geographical location in the foothills of the Carpathians exposed the Transylvanian Saxon
communities to danger when the Ottoman Empire began to menace the Austro-Hungarian Empire. Their
reaction was to build defensive works within which they could take shelter from the invaders. Lacking the
resources of the European nobility and rich merchants, who were able to fortify entire towns, the
Transylvanian Saxons chose to create fortresses round their churches, enclosing storehouses within the
enceintes to enable them to withstand long sieges. The first documentary reference to Biertan dates from
1283. In 1397 it was raised to the status of Oppidum (fortified town) and twenty years later the Hungarian
King granted it droit de I'épée (jus gladii ), i.e. the right to bear arms. From 1572 to 1867 Biertan was the
See of the Evangelical (Lutheran) Bishop of Transylvania, and as such played a major role in the cultural
and religious life of the considerable German population of the region.

The seven churches are:

Biertan: Late Gothic hall-type building, completed around 1522-23, on a low hill, with two lines of walls,
at the foot of the hill, built at the same time as the church.

Calnic: Based on a mid-13th-century dwelling tower, a chapel and an oval enceinte; presented in 1430 to
the village community, which raised the walls fitted with two towers and transformed the dwelling tower
into one for defensive purposes.

Prejmer: Early Gothic Church of the Holy Cross, in the shape of a cross; walled in the 15th century.

Viscri: Romanesque chapel enlarged in the early 16th century to form a single-nave church, with a fortified
storey resting on semicircular arches supported by massive buttresses; walls strengthened in the 17th
century.

Darjiu: Late Gothic church fortified towards 1520, decorated with murals going back to 1419; rectangular
enceinte restructured in the 17th century.

Saschiz: Romanesque church and its enceinte replaced by a late Gothic church (1493-1525); defensive
storey gives the church the appearance of a high bastion.

Valea Viilor: Church transformed into late Gothic style and fortified in the early 16th century; defensive
storeys built above the choir, nave and tower, communicating with each other; porches of the northern and
southern entrances protected by small towers with portcullises.

Source: UNESCO/CLT/WHC

In the 13th century the Kings of Hungary encouraged the colonization of the Sub-Carpathian region of
Transylvania (Erdely) by a German-speaking population of artisans, farmers, and merchants, mainly from
the Rhineland. Known as the Transylvanian Saxons, they enjoyed special privileges granted by the
Hungarian Crown, especially in the period preceding the creation of the Austro-Hungarian Empire.

Despite living in a country where the majority of the population consisted of ethnic Hungarians or
Romanians, the Transylvanian Saxons were able to preserve their language and their customs intact
throughout the centuries. Their formidable ethnic solidarity is vividly illustrated by their settlements, which
remained resistant to external influences. This is explained partly by their privileged status and partly by
the fact that they were cut off from their German contacts during the period of Ottoman rule over the
Middle Danube in the 16th and 17th centuries.

Their geographical location in the foothills of the Carpathians exposed the Transylvanian Saxon
communities to danger when the Ottoman Empire began to menace the Austro-Hungarian Empire. Their
reaction was to build defensive works within which they could take shelter from the invaders. Lacking the
resources of the European nobility and rich merchants, who were able to fortify entire towns, the
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Transylvanian Saxons chose to create fortresses round their churches, enclosing storehouses within the
enceintes to enable them to withstand long sieges.

The first documentary reference to Biertan dates from 1283. In 1397 it was raised to the status of oppidum
(fortified town) and twenty years later the Hungarian King granted it the right of droit de I'épée (jus gladii)
- ie the right to bear arms. From 1572 to 1867 Biertan was the see of the Evangelical (Lutheran) Bishop of
Transylvania, and as such played a major role in the cultural and religious life of the considerable German
population of the region.
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Prejmer Fortified Church

The largest fortified church in southeastern Europe, Prejmer (Tartlau in German) was built by Teutonic
knights in 1212-1213. The powerful surrounding walls are 40 feet high and 10-15 feet thick. Historical
records attest that in its 500 years of existence, the fortress was besieged 50 times. However, it was only
captured once, in 1611 by Gabriel Bathori, Prince of Transylvania.

Endowed with bastions, drawbridges and a secret, subterranean passage through which food supplies could
be transported, the church’'s most famed war device was the "death machine,” made of several weapons that
could shoot simultaneously, causing the enemy severe losses.

Access to the building was through a 100-foot-long arched passage fortified with two rows of gates. Each
village family had a designated room for shelter in case of attack. The red-roofed wall accommodated 272
rooms, stacked over four stories and linked by wooden staircases.

The church, built in a cross-like plan, was completed in 1225 and later adapted to the Cistercian style. The
nave features late-gothic vaulting.

Rasnov Fortress

Rasnov Fortress (Rosenau in German), is located on a rocky hilltop in the Carpathian Mountains, 650 ft.
above the town of Rasnov. First mentioned in an official document in 1331, the fortress was built by
Teutonic Knights as protection against invading Tartars and was later enlarged by the local Saxon
population. Strategically located on the commercial route linking the provinces of Transylvania and
Walachia, Rasnov differs from other Saxon fortresses in that it was designed as a place of refuge over
extended periods of time. As such, it had at least 30 houses, a school, a chapel and other buildings more
commonly associated with a village.

The defensive system included nine towers, two bastions and a drawbridge. Surrounded by 500-foot-slopes
on the north, south and west sides, the fortress was obliged to surrender only once, in the year 1612 when
invaders managed to find the secret route that supplied the people inside the fortress with water. With the
location of their water supply no longer a secret, the need for a well inside the fortress became a must.

The last siege of Rashov Fortress took place in 1690 during the final Ottoman invasion of Transylvania.
Damaged by fire in 1718, it was rebuilt the following year. The next major damage occurred as the result of
an earthquake in 1802. The fortress was last used as a place of refuge during the revolution of 1848 and
was abandoned after that.

Recently, the old fortress has been restored to its former glory and today, you can visit the impressive
remains. There is also a museum here, hidden behind the ancient walls, where you can find a skeleton

buried beneath a glass floor, as well as some other interesting artifacts.

The inner rooms are maze-like, with several wooden ladders linking them and a few so-called secret
passages which should keep you busy for quite awhile.

94



Fortified churches are a unique feature of Transylvania, and there are 280 in Transylvania. Each one has its
own different style, but common features include high surrounding walls (sometimes several concentric
rings) usually with towers, a church in the center of the fortifications, often with its own tower, and rooms
for provisions in case of attack and sometimes boarding rooms for the villagers inside the walls—these
fortifications often look like a combination of a castle and church. A whole trip could be spent just visiting
these wonderful sights, and maps are available that show driving tours of these churches, which are often in
little villages. The two listed here are close to Brasov and close together. Their purpose during medieval
times was to provide safety to the villagers in times of attack, often from the Ottomans as they sought to
expand their empire westward.

Harman Fortified Church

Located in the heart of Harman (Honigburg in German, meaning Honey Castle) village, this fortified
church dates back to the 13th century when Saxons built the original structure. Strong walls and bulwarks
surrounded the church and on its sides, massive towers were added.

The choir was built in a square shape with a vault resembling a cross. It was surrounded by two chapels,
indicating the influence of the Cistercian style. This influence can also be observed in the still-standing
original round windows with four lobes in the upper part of the church. The fortified church boasts two
chapels.

The south chapel has been preserved in its initial
state while the north chapel was rebuilt in the 15th
century. The exterior vaults of the chapel are
sculptured in stone and have a human face at each
end.

The church at Harman dates back to 1240, the
belfry tower was added in the 14"century, and the
walls were constructed in the 15th century. Even
the church had exterior rooms for protection—
ladders could be pulled up.

theindependenttourist.net

In addition to the church, the fortifications retain
part of the interior living and storage rooms along
the walls, giving a feel to what the internal
fortifications looked like. The storage and living
quarters along the inside walls. You can visit some
of the rooms and dark walkway around the wall
which haven’t changed much from their original
state. In the church, women would sit in the center
pews and the men on the side pews, in case of
attack the women would be in the center protected
by the men surrounding them.

theindependenttourist.net
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The pews where the women would sit in the
church . The men would sit in these side pews to
protect the women.

It would have been quite a life to
constantly worry about your village
being attacked by the ttomans. The
walls originally had a moat around
them, and part of it is still visible.
The caretakers of this church are
German, descendants of the Saxons
who settled this town. The entry fee
was 4 lei per person (about $3.25). A
typical street scene in Prejmer—note
the horse-drawn “tractor” on the
right. The fortified church has very
high walls (12-14 meters high), and
given its size, it’s difficult to

appreciate from the outside. theindependenttourist.net:
- = | |
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The 13th century Prejmer church

Reinforced door at the entrance to Prejmer The entrance to Prejmer fortifications.
fortified church.

96


http://theindependenttourist.net/2012/06/22/the-fortified-churches-of-harman-and-prejmer/harman-fortified-church_harman-romania-8/
http://theindependenttourist.net/2012/06/22/the-fortified-churches-of-harman-and-prejmer/harman-fortified-church_harman-romania-11/
http://theindependenttourist.net/2012/06/22/the-fortified-churches-of-harman-and-prejmer/prejmer-fortified-church_prejmer-romania-1/

WUl
R

" G ,.:vﬁ’;(i’.\'{'-}‘:}
Prejmer was the most powerful peasant fortress in  Beyond the initial entrance, there is another entrance
Transylvania. The main entrance feels like astep  into the interior courtyard where the church is located
back in time, just like walking into a medieval and surrounded by little rooms (272 of them) on four
village. This fortification also had a moat, which  levels attached to the defensive circular walls.
has since been filled in.
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The interior shelters of Prejmer—
where the villagers would live in
times of pending attack. These
rooms are well-preserved, and
from the courtyard the ring of
rooms almost looks like a hotel,
with numbers on each door. Each
room was assigned to a village
family. Many of the rooms are
open, and they also provide access
to a dark walkway running the
length of the walls at the top,
where guards and lookouts could
be posted.

Typical living quarters inside the fortifications.

theindependenttourist.net

The walkway on the upper floor around the
walls of Prejmer fortifications.

Some rooms were also dedicated to specific
purposes—such as a school, for storage, weaving,
etc. A school room at Prejmer. Note the wall
paintings.

theindependenttourist.ne

theindependenttourist.net
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