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A Reference for Taiwan Pastors concerning
Care and Counseling of the Bereaved —
According to the Direction of the Theology of the Cross
Abstract

The primary goal of this dissertation is to explore pastoral care and counseling of the

bereaving church member’s family. Following are the five purposes of this research:

1. To explore pastoral care and counseling for those who are grieving based on
the Bible.
To understand the psychological makeup and needs of the bereaved.

3. To discuss how the Christian faith views life and death.
To provide the goals and steps of pastoral care and counseling for the bereaved
and grieving. This dissertation seeks to be a reference for the pastor as he
helps the bereaved to go through the difficult times.

5. To reveal the love of the Cross through pastoral care and counseling.
Moreover, to comfort the heart of the bereaved and help them to stand firm in
Christ.

This research dissertation looks at this issue from three different angles:

The biblical basis for pastoral care and counseling of the bereaved.
2. How Taiwan’s social culture deals with bereavement.

Pastoral care and the journey of the bereaved family.

After that discussion, I set forth the research method of this dissertation which is

based on purposeful sampling and logic for the most effective results. This

dissertation is the result of extensive and comprehensive research by choosing
interviewees who have abundant experience. There were two sets of interviewees: one,
church pastors, and the other, bereaved church members. I designed ten opened-ended
questions for the in-depth one-to-one interview. Sixteen pastors from different
denominations were interviewed. There were also ten church members from different

churches interviewed.

This dissertation analyzed primarily the pastors’ experience and, secondarily, the
experience of the bereaved church members. After analyzing the material, [

discovered six principles based on the structure of the Theology of the Cross, that are
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references for the process of pastoral care and counseling the bereaved. Following are

the six principles for pastors concerning pastoral care and counseling.

1.

The main points of the Theology of the Cross that provide the direction for
pastoral care and counseling:

1. The mystery of facing trials

2. Accept the challenges of contradictions

3. Gain the support of grace

4. Declare the victory of faith

5. Participate in a church fellowship based on life in the cross
The role of the pastor in pastoral care under the Theology of the Cross: the
pastor carries out the role of pastoral care based on the love of the Cross and
depending on the power of the Spirit.
The response of pastor to the death of a church member under the Theology of
the Cross: Facing the death of a church member, a pastor must depend on the
victory in Christ and faith to deal with all the related issues.
The attitude of a pastor in arranging the funeral under the Theology of the
Cross: The most important thing for a pastor to deal with in the process of the
arrangement for the church member’s funeral is to lead the bereaved family to
feel support and service from the pastor and other church members, so that
they can be touched by the love of Christ and the hope of heaven.
The attitude and skills of a pastor to counsel the bereaved under the Theology
of the Cross: A pastor faces, but must not be forced to explain, the church
member’s trials. He stands with church member to face their trials and
expresses their feelings to God. The pastor counsels the bereaved with a
proper attitude and skills.
The spiritual influence of a pastor and support team work under the Theology
of the Cross: A pastor and brothers and sisters in Christ represent the entire
faith group and God when they use Christ’s love and serve wholeheartedly and

care for the bereaved family. It brings comfort and support to the bereaved.
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